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Feedback 


Junk Food 

for the Soul 

‘Thank you for your article 
on Uwe Boll's Blubberella. I 
have a special place in my 
heart for Boll and his work. 
His films are ridiculously, 
enjoyably terrible, like a 
whole bag of chips you hate 
yourself for eating, I can’t 
wait to see the movie when 
it comes to DVD. 


Aaron Jackson 
Peoria, Ariz. 


Masters of 
Suspense 

Ken Tucker's “Unforgettable 
liff-hangers” (EW Looks 
Back) was terrific. But no 
love for Knots Landing, a 
series that always had great 
cliff hangers? Remember 
Jill's death in the trunk of 
Gary's car? Sid's car going 
offa cliff? Peter being 
encased in cement? For 14 
seasons, Knots Landing was 
nothing but campy, soap- 
driven fun. 

Steve Katchmar 

Nashville 


‘What about FlashForward’s 
finale? The series left so 
many questions unan- 
swered—namely, what 
would have happened to 
everyone? Come on, 
EW: You know it 
was unforgettable. 
Alex Anacki 
Sarasota, Fla. 


I was disap- 
pointed that 
none of the 
excitingly 
awesome 
cliff-hangers 
from Weeds 
made the list. 
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encounter with “the captain.” 


In*Geek God,” Nathan Fillion mentions a guy 
he met ina furniture store who passed by and 
addressed him as “Captain.” I’m that guy. 

What he modestly left out is that he took the 
time to double back, look me in the eye, shake 
my hand, learn my name, and have a conversation. 
He has always had my respect, and all other 
celebrities should learn from his behavior. 

Thank you for sharing in your story what all of 
Nathan's fans have known for years. He is the 
genuine article,and his happiness in life truly shows. 
| can’t think of a more appropriately named ship in 
the verse than Serenity for our Captain Reynolds. 
Brian Danner, Burbank 


Each season finale was 
better than the last, 
which always left me 
wondering, “How is 


There's one obvious way 
to save the show—don’t 
recast! I've heard this 
suggestion from several 


Nancy Botwin going to camps: Judith throws 
get out of this one?” Herb out, and he moves in 
Luis Bahena with Jon Cryer’s Alan. Ryan 
San Diego Stiles is talented and funny 
and deserves to be full- 
Making Over Men time. This would be faith- 
With an oversaturation | ful to the original premise 
of information about Charlie | and title, but take the show 
Sheen in the media lately, in a different direction. 
your “Two and a Half Cheryl Van Horn 
Men: Help Wanted” story Fairmont, W. Va. 
(News & Notes) had fresh 
insight into Sheen's still- Here's an idea: After 
unfolding saga. If the Charlie dies in a skydiving 
show wants to “go with accident, Jake becomes his 
somebody who has a sole heir and owner of the 
» new take,” as the beach house. Alan would 
comedy showrun- | remainin his present role 
ner suggested in as the shy, parsimonious 
your piece, here's putz, only now Jake would 
somebody the TV have complete control of 
exees would be his new financial situation, 
wise to consider: thus morphing into a 
Russell Brand. carbon copy of his uncle. 
Joe Lalaina Dellie Rosen 
Bronx, NY. Boynton Beach, Fla. 


MAIL BONDING 


Readers squealed, screamed, and hugged 
their copy of EW when they saw Castle/ 
Firefly star Nathan Fillion on our cover. 
Here, one grateful fan tells of his close 


Nathan Fillion as 


CaptMalcolm 
“Mal” Reynolds 
on Firefly 


Star Trackers 
I can’t believe people 


| would pay to track down 
| celebrities (“Celebrity 


Safari”). How about donat- 
ing that $150 to some 
charitable organization, or 
going to the Grove ona 
nice day for lunch? If you 
see a celebrity, you owe 
me 50 bucks. 


Kelly Rummelhart 
Gridley, Calif. 


WRITE TO US! We want to know 
what you think. Send emails to 
ew_letters@ew.com ot mail to 135 
'W. 50th St, New York, NY 10020. 
Include your name, address, and 
telephone number, Letters may be 
edited for clarity or length, 


CUSTOMER SERVICE AND 
SUBSCRIPTIONS For 24/7 service, 
please use our website (www. 
ew.com/customerservice), or 

call 1-800-828-6882. You can also 
write to ENTERTAINMENT 
WEEKLY at PO. Box 30608, 
Tampa, FL 33630-0608. 
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Entertainme 


HE'S 
\BACK! 


Arnold 
Schwarzenegger 
‘on the front cover; 
Elizabeth Taylor 
‘on the back 


I got my own glimpse into Taylor's 
life five years ago. I interviewed her 
for Peorie, where I was an editor at 
the time, and spent the afternoon at. 
her house in Bel Air, At 74, she sat in 
a wheelchair, and painkillers or age or 
both had rendered her a bit foggy. But 
her violet eyes still sparkled when she 
told a joke and flashed when confronted 
with a question not to her liking. 

The house was relatively modest, 
casual, and cluttered, but the trinkets 
on the shelves—two Oscars, for 
example—spoke of a singular life. 
Paintings by van Gogh, Renoir, and 
Modigliani were tacked on the wall 
above the sofa. At one point Taylor 
ordered me to try on the legendary 
83-carat Krupp diamond (so gargan- 
tuan and clear and brilliant and deep, 
it looked like something from outer 
space) that she wore on her left hand. 
Idid as I was told. It fit, just barely, on 
my pinkie. But as I removed the ring, 
Imade the mistake of touching the 
stone—something you're apparently 
not suppposed to do to a diamond. 
‘Taylor screeched, grabbed it out of 
my hand, returned it to her own, and 
sat there clearly peeved. (It remains, 


To be honest, choosing this week’s cover was 
tough. An exclusive interview with one icon? 
Or a tribute to another? Ultimately we decided 
to give you both. In our cover story on Arnold 
Schwarzenegger—his first major interview 
since leaving the governor’s office—he says he plans to 
return to movies, and shares details on his new animated 
series, The Governator. Our tribute to Elizabeth Taylor, 
which begins on the back cover, celebrates the crazy, 
magnificent life and work of a legend. 


of all the awkward moments I've 
endured, my favorite by far.) 

During the interview, Taylor 
seemed as if she wanted to remind 
the world she was alive and well. She 
repeatedly spoke about her recent 
trip to Hawaii, where she had gone 
shark diving, and she joked about tab- 
loid headlines declaring her imminent 
demise. I doubt she gave up this life 
easily. And the news of her death 
was both expected and shattering. 
The world where a star can blaze as 
brightly and persistently as she did 
no longer exists. The audience is 
too fractured now; too many things 
besides movie stars command our 
attention. But Taylor's crusade against 
AIDS—which began a quarter century 
ago, before other celebrities and 
politicians would touch the issue— 
indicates a degree of courage and 
authenticity that anyone can aspire 
to. The world is undeniably more 
interesting because she was here. 


eis 


JESS CAGLE, MANAGING EDITOR 
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JUD! 


ae et . 
~AnewIV series about one family with lots of baggage. _ 
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2-HOUR SERIES PREMIERE 


SUNDAY APRIL 10" 9/8¢ OWN 


To find OWN on your TY, visit Oprah.com 1H WINFREY NETWORK 


HEN THE MATRIX first 

flying-side-kicked its way 

into movie theaters on 
March 31, 1999, it was far from a sure- 
fire hit. The film's writer-directors, Andy 
and Larry Wachowski, had previously 
directed only the stylish (and little-seen) 
sapphic thriller Bound. Similarly themed 
cyberspace flicks like Johnny Mnemonic 
and Strange Days hadn't exactly lit up 
the box office. And The Matrix’s leading 
man, Keanu Reeves, had squandered 
much of his Speed-given stardom 
with a series of quixotic film choices 
(see: Johnny Mnemonic). 

But once audiences feasted on the 
Wachowskis’ tantalizing confection of 
hacker/S&M punk, Eastern spirituality, 
Joseph Campbell mythmaking, and 
high-wire kung fu—not to mention 
some wowza, never-seen-that-before 
visual effects—The Matrix ushered in a 
watershed movie moment. It raked in 
$464 million worldwide and quickly 
became one of the best-selling DVDs in 
the then-fledgling format’s history. But 
in more than sheer numbers, the movie 
seemed to mean something, to signify 
that gutsy 21st-century popular film- 
making, hardwired as much into your 


ENTER THE MATRIX 


The groundbreaking cyberthriller debuted 12 years ago 
this week, and gave action movies a futuristic makeover 


Laurence 
Fishburne 
offers Keanu 

Reeves a 
choice in 

The Matrix 


brain as your adrenal glands, had arrived 
with a vengeance. It was the first film 
cited in ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY'S cover 
story proclaiming 1999 “The Year That 
Changed Movies.” In 2003, EW put 

it even more plainly: “The Matrix 

is the most influential action movie of 
its generation.” 

Aaaand then the sequels came out. 
While The Matrix Reloaded and The 
Matrix Revolutions were financial 
successes, they have become widely 
derided as distended shadows of the first 
film. More to the point, they effectively 
took the wind out of the original's cultural 
sails. Black-clad ascetic cyberheroes 
have since been displaced by deep-feeling 
superheroes (and the occasional boy 
wizard), and those pioneering “bullet 
time” visual effects were widely parodied 
but rarely sincerely adopted. Hollywood 
has recently rediscovered its Matrix 
mojo (see sidebar), taking sci-fi seriously 
as pop art—but nothing with the same 
zeitgeisty bite. Like its singular hero, 
The Matrix now stands proud as a 
virtuosic anomaly. —Adam B. Vary 


MORE ON EW.COM For a photo gallery of 10 films 
SP that changed Hollywood, go to 


The Matrix’ 
influenceon 
films endures 


rig 


Charlie's Angels (2000) Stars 
Lucy Liu, Cameron Diaz, and Drew 
Barrymore strapped on wire hamesses 
forall their kung fu ass kicking. 


ae ay 


em 
Night Watch (2004) Thisvery 
‘Matrix-y Russian megahit was directed 
by Timur Bekmamibetoy, who later 
made the vaguely Matrx-y Wanted. 


\ 


Inception (2010) A team of sharply 
dressed rogues enters a wildly 
malleable alternate reality by “wiring 
in” Sounds familiar. 


Scott Pilarim vs, the World 
(2010) Edgar Wrights gonzo gamer 
action comedy feels like The Matris 
tween cousin (and that’s a good thing), 


cm — 
‘TRON: Legacy (2010) The original 
TRON paved the way for The Matrix, 
which inspired Disney to make its own 
‘Matrix with a TRON sequel. Whoa. 
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Impossible to resist. (Y)\ 
New McCaté® Shakes, now deliciously topped with whipped cream and a cherry u 


for an all-new look and taste. The simple joy of every sweet sip. imlovin’ it” 


‘A paticipating McDonalds’ ©2011 McDonald's 
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Cocktails Perfected 


A VISION FROM KAREN O AND WARREN DU PREEZ & NICK THORNTON JONES 


uistList 


The Top 10 Things WeLove This Week 


SOURCE CODE 
Jake Gyllenhaal 
battles time and 
space in this 
twisty, techy sci-fi 
thriller about 
asoldier who’s - 
sent into the body 
of a doomed 
unknown man, 
and then desper- 
ately races to 
find the bomber A ea 
of a Chicago ° ; ; Se Ble MonadToN 
commuter train. “4 Jeffrey Wight and 
(Rated PG-13) E ee ewe 


{ROLE SEGAL/AMC: WHEEDLE'S GROOVE: WILLIAM ESPY 


‘WASTING LIGHT, 

Foo Fighters Dave 
Grohl & Co. are back 
with a true rock set 
packed with more 
anthemic monsters. 
Better yet, Grohl's old 4 
Nirvana bandmate 


Krist Novoselic shows. 4 THE KILLING AMC's WHEEDLE’S GROOVE 
up—the first time ij chilling drama about on DVD This fascinating 
the two have played the police investigation documentary uncovers the 


ILLUSTRATION BY GLUEKIT: SOURCE CODE: JONATHAN WENK (4); GROHL: TIM MOSENFELDER/GETTY IMAGES: 


on an album together of a teenage girl's murder original Seattle sound—an 
since their days is a mystery worth diving unheralded, vital soul scene 
with Kurt Cobain. into. (AMC April 3, 9 p.m, in the ‘60s and ‘70s, with 
(Out April 12) then Sundays, 10 p.m.) bands like 48lbs 80z (above). 
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The — 
Must List 


<a ie 


CRYSIS 2 Moving out of the jungle and into the city, the makers of Crysis return with 
another thrilling first-person shooter (and runner and jumper and puncher), featuring a 
new nanosuited protagonist and expanded gameplay. (Rated M; PS3, Xbox 360, PC) 


INSIDIOUS An unholy THE TROUBLED THE BOOK OF 

union of the people MAN, by Henning MORMON on Broad- 
behind Saw and Paranor- Mankell Mankell's way It’s been praised to high 
mal Activity brings us this brooding Swedish police heaven, but the reviews are 
deeply scary, but refresh- detective Kurt Wallander, no joke: South Park creators. 
ingly straightforward, needled by memory Trey Parker and Matt Stone 
horror film about two lapses, unwinds his final have crafted a bold, brash 
parents haunted by spirits case in the long-running musical for the ages. Get 
connected to their young crime series’ masterful a ticket while you still 
son. (Rated PG-13) conclusion. have a prayer. 

“) - 
-¢g — 
Sars 


SONGS FOR JAPAN 

Want to do some good and buy 

some great music? This mega- 

compilation to support the 

Japanese earthquake and tsunami 

relief efforts features 38 hits 
ranging from John Lennon's “Imagine” to Katy Perry's 
“Firework.” One hundred percent of the proceeds go 
to Japan's Red Cross. ($9.99 on iTunes) 


Once you've checked out this week's Must List, check in to our 
pricks on GetGlue, the social-networking entertainment site. Go to 
to get started, then check in to EW magazine. 


(Clockwise from 
top) Eminem, sf 
Katy Perryy 
John'Lennon 


MAD MEN 
season 4 
on DVD 
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Surprisingly Human 


(PP.17-19) HORRIBLE BOSSES: JOHN P. JOHNSON (3) ANISTON: VICTOR CHAVEZ/ WIREIMAGE.COM 


firstlook 


An early peek at some of Hollywood's coolest projects 


Jennifer Aniston stars as a Horrible Boss 
Three working stiffs—played by Jason Bateman, Jason Sudeikis, and. 
It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia's Charlie Day (above)—decide to 
k at their employers in the eday comedy Horrible Bosses (1 
Id 


fdon (Four Christmases). ‘This movie is the fant 
d’Something about it?” Shedding her girl-next-dook 


“ier engaged hygienist (Day). “Her character has the best lines 
movie,” explains Gordon. “She was excited to step out of the king 
roles we've seen her do before. And she's awesome. Every time'l 
‘Cut!’ everyone was ca Adam Markovitz 
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Colin Farrell is an inept manager 

Yes, that really is Farrell (left) undefneath the 

comb-over Wigiand spare tire. “The second he put on 
) its and that belly, he became a 

don says of the actor, who plays 

the incompetent boss at the chemicalicompany 

where Sudeikis’ character works, The role give 

Farrell a chance to show off his rarclyseetit 

comedic chops. “I think itsoneléfthe fitst 

really committed to a full-blown comedy, 

‘Gordon. “He's very funny.” —AM 


A Death. An Awakening. A Familiar Face. 


Law & Order: LA 


For the first time in 20 years, a major character will 
be killed in the line of duty on Law & Order. But that’s 
not the only bold change happening when the series 
returns. We caught up with Alfred Molina to get 

the inside scoop on his character’s journey in the 
upcoming episodes. 


What is happening with your character? 

He got a job in the district attorney’s office with a genuine 
belief that he could somehow make a difference. But he 
gets increasingly frustrated with the politics of the job. 


First Look 


| 
7 +o 


And Kevin Spacey plays a paranoid hubby spacey (left) costars as 
Dave Harken, the unhinged financial-executive boss of Bateman’s character. “Harken is an 
incredibly jealous husband,” explains Gordon. “He suspects somebody of cheating with his wife, 
and he takes action.” The director credits the improv skills of his top-notch cast—especially 
leads Bateman (center), Day (right), and Sudeikis—for spicing up the comedy. “Every take 
was fun and different,” he says. “Their chemistry is what makes this movie special.” —AM 


9) MORE ON EW.COM For additional sneak peeks, go to 


more colorful. ap, 


So, what does he do? 

He goes back to being a detective. He felt that he was 
more effective there putting the bad guys away than as 
a lawyer. 


How has it been for you, the actor? 
It’s been an interesting shift. It’s a challenging and 
very audacious move. 


What's it like having Alana De La Garza join the cast? 
Brilliant! | found myself sort of behaving like a star struck 
fan when she arrived. She brings a real knowledge and 
experience to the show. 

The series returns Monday, April 11 at 9/8c on NBC. 


For more information go to nbe.com/LOLA 


Natalie Portman has 
said she used a stand-in 
for Black Swan’s more 
“complicated” sequences 


Feathers 


Black Swan’s cast and crew 
fight back against a ballerina 
claiming she did most of the 
dancing. BY ADAM MARKOVITZ 


WHEN BLACK SWAN star Natalie Portman 
won her Best Actress Oscar in February, she 
made a point of thanking the “people on films 
that no one ever talks about,” from her dance 
teachers right down to her hair-and-makeup 
team. But the actress left out at least one name: 
Sarah Lane, the professional ballerina whose | 
body was digitally attached to Portman’s face 
for the movie's most intense dance maneuvers. 
Did Lane simply slip her mind? Possibly. 
But the American Ballet Theatre soloist— 
who is credited on the film only as a stunt- 
woman and for a walk-on role—says the 
speech was part of an ongoing “cover-up” 
to convince Academy voters that Portman 
had become a pro-level dancer for the film. 
“They wanted to create this idea in people’s 
| minds that Natalie was some kind of prodigy... 
basically [to win] the Oscar,” Lane told EW 
on March 24, claiming that she actually did 95 
percent of the full-body dance shots in the film. 
(Portman declined to comment for this story.) 
Black Swan director Darren Aronofsky 
jetéd to his star’s defense. “Natalie sweated 
long and hard to deliver a great physical 
y \ | and emotional performance,” he said ina 
March 28 statement, crediting Portman with 


NYT BSINNBAVE ONIN WWANS NDWTE 


Portman at the 
Oscars with 

Benjamin Millepiey 
(her fiancé 
and Swan's 
choreographer) 
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MAKE _" ONE OF THE FRESHEST SME 


News 
&Notes 


80 percent of the film’s dance shots. (And 
when the controversy first broke thanks to a 
Dance Magazine blog post, Swan’s choreogra- 
pher, Benjamin Millepied—who also happens 
to be Portman’s fiancé—told the Los Angeles 
Times that Lane “just did the footwork, and the 
fouettés, and one [scene] in the studio.”) But no 
one has addressed two potentially damning 
pieces of this puzzle: Lane's claim that producer 
Ari Handel ordered her to keep quiet during 
Oscar season (Handel declined to respond), 
and the fact that an F/X reel circulated by 

Fox Searchlight—which had no comment for 
this story—seems to have intentionally edited 
out references to digital face replacement. 

(A longer, unverified version of the reel that 
showed Portman's visage being grafted onto 
Lane's body had been circulating on YouTube, 
until Fox requested that it be pulled.) 

Would knowing the precise extent of 
Portman’s dancing have made a difference 
to Oscar voters? “It would have mattered 
a lot,” says one Academy member, who feels 
misled by the campaign. But the actress still 
has plenty of defenders. “Natalie worked 
her a-- off,” costar Mila Kunis, who also had 
a double, tells EW. “I saw her dance. You 
can’t take that away from the girl. You can’t.” 
(Additional reporting by Anthony Breznican) 


IS WILL 
FERRELL 
ee 


THE 
OFFICE? 


Will Ferrell hinted to EW that his new 
character on The Office may stick 
around for longer than the previously 
announced four episodes. (Dunder Mifflin: 
Meet your new boss, Deangelo Vickers!) 
| “Yes, I'm taking over,” Ferrell says of his 
| role, which he claims will be a “regular, 
full-time gig.” Don’t celebrate just yet, 
Anchorman fans: Though Steve Carell’s 
replacement has not been named, show 
insiders say it's unlikely that Ferrell— 
who has made as much as $20 million 
a movie—will commit to a full season. 
Stay tuned. —Lynette Rice, with addi- 
tional reporting by Christian Blauvelt 


‘1. Mad Men's fifth season 
delayed by financial wrangling 

It shouldn’t greatly affect story 
lines, though Sterling Cooper 
Draper Pryce will now take 
clients out for .8-marti lunches. 


2 Whoopi Goldberg, admits in 
1992 video that she smoked pot 
before Oscar win Scientists are 
now trying to figure out what 
she was on when she agreed to 
do Theodore Rex. 


3. Rebecca Black to record 
follow-up to “Friday” Said Monday: 
“Who, me? Oh, gee, Rebecca, I 
wish I could, but the Bangles and 
New Order already claimed me. 
Maybe try Thursday?” 


4, Michael Lohan may wind up in 
front of same judge as Lindsay, 
TMZ reports If Dina gets arrested, 
L.A. Superior Court has agreed 
to make them eligible for a try- 
one-get-two-off-free promotion. 


Hit 
L'st 


by Dan Snierson 


5. Jewel's dad to star on Discovery 
survivalist reality series 
Mountain Men of Alaska 

‘The singer is reportedly working on the show’s theme song, 
tentatively titled “Who Will Save Your Sockeye Salmon?” 


6. Wife of Jackass star Chris Pontius files for divorce, citing 
“irreconcilable differences” That’s legalese for “annoying tendency 
to consume horse semen and parade around ina pouch thong.’ 


2 PBS to release six-DVD edition of Ken Burns’ The Civil War 
Critics are praising it as a “historical tour de force,” while Ms, John- 
son's sixth-grade class calls it “the ultimate war on consciousness.” 


8. William Shatner turns 80 Set phasers to stunned. 


°. Diary of ‘a Wimpy Kid sequel upsets Sucker Punch at! Box office 
“Suck it, Sucker Punch!” shouted the Wimpy Kid...before vats: 
off ‘to hide under the bleachers. 


Also, Nia Vardalos given Breakthrough Female ene 
and 2002 receives The Current Year Is award. - 


Line Shaw 


by Jessica Shaw 


Book of Mormon Big Love Sister Wives 
Lamb burgers Salmon burgers Turkey burgers 
Kingston's style 5 Shiloh’s style Suris style 
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Down Payment Security Deposit First-Month Payment Due at Lease Signing 


tax, ttle license & d 


2011 Civic LX for $200 per month for 35 months thereafter (for well-qualified customers)” 


Right now during Honda’s Really Big Thing Sales Event, you can lease a 2011 
Honda Civic, the number-one-selling small car in America for nothing due 
at lease signing, apart from tax, title, license and dealer fees. See, we told 


you this was a really big deal. 


“Subject to availability through 5/2/11 to approved lessees by American Honda Finance Corp. Closed-end lease offer for 2011 Civic LX Sedan AT. MSRP 
$19,305 (includes destination, excludes tax, tite, license, registration, options and insurance).Actual net capitalized cost $18,279, Requires dealer contribution, 
‘which could affect final negotiated transaction. Total monthly payments $7,000. Option to purchase at lease end $11,583.Lessee responsible for maintenance, 
excessive wear/tear and up to 20¢/mile over 12,000 miles/year See participating dealer for details. Based on Polk U S.retail registrations, Small Car Segment, 
onda Sale 1/98-12/10,02011 American Honda Motor Co, Inc. 


The Office star, who pla: 
inhis new movie Super, has a 


Superheroes 
Are Weird 


Sa spandex-clad vigilante 
burning questions about 
Spidey, Batman, and their crime-fighting peers 


RAINN WILSON 


UPERHEROES ARE A TRULY strange storytelling 

phenomenon, specific to the culture of 20th-century 

America. Hotties in tight, bright uniforms flying 

around in masks, fighting supervillains, finding kid 

sidekicks, preserving secret identities, and fostering 
furtive romances with mortals. W-E-I-R-D. 

Having just played my first superhero, the Crimson Bolt, in the new 
film Super (out April 1), I am now an authority. Granted, my character 
has no actual powers, just a sociopathic sense of purpose and a spandex 
costume. And an enormous pipe wrench. (“That’s what she sai—”) 
((Wait, no! Not going to make those jokes anymore! I’m a superhero 
now.)) Herewith, my thoughts on the characters we call superheroes. 
THE ORIGIN STORY or HERE'S HOW IT GOES DOWN After being bitten by 
something or exposed to something, you realize that you have a “power” 
of some kind, something that sets you apart in some way from the ordi- 
nary mortal man. For instance, X-ray vision, superstrength, or the ability 
to fold laundry with one’s mind. What do typical superheroes decide to 
do with said powers? They make a flashy costume, keep a secret identity, 
fall in love inappropriately, build a lair, and take on the bad guys, vigilante- 
style. And do they take on ordinary bad guys, like bank robbers and mug- 
gers and Ann Coulter? Noooo. They go after “supervillains.” Now, what 
would you do if you discovered you had a power? Call me old-fashioned, 
but I'd probably tell the CIA or local law enforcement and work with the 
authorities. I'd dress and act as low-key as possible. I'd try to find a way 
to be of maximum service to the world—show up in Haiti and Japan and 
Tijuana. Do the occasional birthday party. You know. 

Face it. Superheroes are narcissistic vigilantes who want to be 
feared, looked up to (literally), marveled at (pun intended), and 
revered. They're egomaniacal sociopaths—almost as bad as celeb- 
rities! I mean, just because Batman has a cave, a car, an outfit, 
and a utility belt, why does that give him the right to take the law 
into his own hands? Would you really want a guy dressed like 
a bat driving around your neighborhood in his bat-car, fighting 
crime with all his bat-themed weapons? Call me a killjoy, 
but I prefer 911. 

Let's look at some of the key aspects of the superhero: 
THE COSTUMES What's up, superheroes!? What’s with the 
neon red and kelly green skintight spandex outfits? Why 


Shut? Do you really think you’re intimidating 
someone by dressing like a Romanian acro- 
bat from Cirque du Soleil? And what does 
a cape do exactly? Capes only look cool if 
you’re Liberace, or Earth, Wind or Fire. You 
say you want to keep your identity secret? 
Why not fly around in old sweatpants with an 
ugly fake beard and a baseball cap? Or go the 
FBI route and dress like a businessman in 
khakis and a pastel polo shirt. Give yourself 
a fake latex face like Tom Cruise in Mission: 
Impossible. Think, people! 

SUPERVILLAINS These are people with super- 
powers who want to take over the world. 
That actually makes sense to me. 

THE LOGO It started with Superman. Listen, 
“Man of Steel,” we know the word Superman 
starts with the letter S. We can read. You don’t 
need to literally spell it out for us. Hey, 
Spidey—you don’t need a spider logo on your 
chest. We see you shooting webs and climbing 
buildings. We get it. You're a spider. 
SIDEKICKS Robin is an idiot. 

FLYING How do these guys fly? I mean, really. 
‘You just jump up in the air and start to move 
around the sky like a peregrine falcon or an 
F-16? How does the physics of that work? If you 
don’t have wings or an invisible plane, this 
makes absolutely no sense to me. Unless, like 
Peter Pan or R. Kelly, you are propelled purely 
by your unwavering belief that you can fly. 

LAIRS I wish Thad a lair. 

T understand that superheroes are the 
mythology, the Greek gods of our times. 
And I love a magical guy in a skintight 
suit who punches bad guys as much 
as anyone. But perhaps we need to 
view this weirdo cultural phenom- 
enon with a healthy dose of skepti- 
cism. Maybe the time is ripe for a 

little reinvention. Personally, I 


the yellow boots and silver tiaras? And those teeny-tiny Rainn 


masks you wear like you just walked out of Eyes Wide Rey 


prefer a pipe wrench to a magi- 
cal golden lasso. @ 


MORE ON EW.COM See video of Wilson in 
his Super costume at ew.com/rainnwilson 


MAGICSMOOTH 
SOUFFLE 


MAKEUP. 


Discover instant 
smooth perfection. 
This revolutionary souffié makeup 
magically GIFs pores and lines. 
Skins tanstorpied to velvety soft 
perfection, ike never before” 


INSTANT PERFECTING RESULTS 


Available in 12 magical shades. 


Because you're worth it" 


Discover backstage beauty Secrets made easy at 


jorealparis.com/- i _ LO Re E fAL-. 
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Monitor 


This week in Superman: 
Atale of two Lois Lanes 


Superman's gal pal Lois Lane has had a big week. On March 27, Warner Bros. 

announced that Amy Adams will play the reporter in its franchise reboot. 

Adams joins new Man of Steel Henry Cavill, as well as Kevin Costner and Diane 

Lane, who'll play Supe's adoptive parents, on the Zack Snyder-helmed project. 

Said Snyder ina statement, “Amy has the talent to capture all of the qualities we 

love about Lois: smart, tough, funny, warm, ambitious and, of course, beautiful.” 
That same day, a letter penned by Joanne Siegel, the woman who was 

the real-life basis for Lois Lane, surfaced on Deadline.com. Siegel—who 

died Feb. 12—was the widow of Superman co-creator Jerry Siegel 

and had been locked in an ongoing legal struggle with Warner Bros. 

and DC Comics over rights to and profits from the character. In the 

letter, dated Dec. 10, 2010, and addressed to Time Warner CEO 

Jeffrey L. Bewkes, Siegel asks for profits allegedly owed to her 

family. “DC and Warner Bros. have profited enormously from 72 years 

of exploiting Jerry and Joe [Shuster’s] wonderful creation.” It goes on 

to entreat Bewkes to “get personally involved to insure this matter is 

handled properly." (Warner Bros. and Entertainment Week.y are both owned by 

Time Warner.) As it stands now, the Siegel estate owns half of the rights, and 

the rest will revert to the Shuster family in 2013. —Keith Staskiewicz 


Evans, 19, of MTV's 


Stylist Rachel Zoe, Teen Mom 2, was 
39, gave birth to arrested March 27 
ason, Skyler for assault after 
Morrison, with being caught on 
husband Rodger home video fighting 
Berman in Los with another woman. 
Angeles... Top Chef She is due in court 
judge Tom Colicchio, on April 26.... Singer 
48, and his wife and reality star Bret 
welcomed a baby Michaels, 48, filed 
boy, Mateo Lev, suit March 25 against 
on March 22. Madonna, 52, is CBS and the Tony 
being sued by eight Awards over a head 
former employees of injury sustained 

Actress Reese With- | her charity organiza- at the 2009 awards 
erspoon, 35, married tion Raising Malawi, show. Michaels 
talent agent Jim who claim unfair claims the accident 
Toth, 40, on March 26 dismissal after the caused a brain hem- 
ina private cere- group's plans to orrhage that nearly 

| mony that was held build a girls’ school killed him months 

| at Witherspoon's in Malawi were | later... Howard Stern, 


estate in Ojai, Calif. | scrapped....Jenelle | 57, is taking his 


(right) the 
Superman a 


employer Sirius XM 
Radio Inc. to court, 
claiming the company 
owes him bonus 
stock shares. Sirius 
denied the claim in 
astatement. 


Bret 
; ) Michaels 
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Radio DJ Corey 
McGriff, a.k.a. DJ 
Megatron, 32, died 
March 27 of a gun- 
shot wound in Staten 
Island, NY.... Pulitzer 
Prize-winning 
playwright Lanford 
Wilson, 73, died 
March 24 of complica- 
tions from pneumonia 
in Wayne, NJ... Strang- 
ersona Train star 
Farley Granger, 85, 
died March 27 in NYC 
of natural causes... 
Richard Leacock, 89, 
apioneering cinema 
vérité director, died 
March 23 in Paris. 
—KS, with additional reporting 
by Aubry DArminio 
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For this security team... 


breaking_in 


is just another day at the office. 
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‘Amold Schwarzenegger 
photographed on March 
18, 2011, in Los Angeles 


After seven years in the governor’s seat, the onetime box 
office titan is putting his significant muscle behind anew animated 
series—and anew alter ego. He always said he’d be back. 


RVI 


VETKEY 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY JILL GREENBERG 


DURING THE FINAL days of Arnold Schwarzenegger’s 
term as governor of California, as he packed up the personal 
mementos decorating his Sacramento offices—such as the 
Conan the Barbarian sword he kept in a case in his confer- 
ence room and would occasionally brandish during budget 
negotiations—one big question hung in the air, besides how 
to fix the state’s $25 billion deficit. What would he do next? 
There were plenty of rumors. One claimed that Schwarz- 


enegger might be appointed senior energy and climate 
adviser to President Obama, or maybe even energy secre- 
tary. Another asserted that he was being considered for Jack 
Valenti’s old job as chairman of the Motion Picture 
Association of America. And, of course, yet another specu- 
lated that the guy who once made $30 million a picture might 
return to acting in more substantial roles than his cameo last 
summer in Sylvester Stallone’s The Expendables. Before he 
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THE WORLD OF | 


He’s been a bodybuilder, a movie star, and a governor. Now meet Arnold 


Comics demigod Stan 
Lee animates Arnold. 


The fleet's flagship 
is the “Ahnold,”" a car 
that turns into a heli- 
copter, a submarine, 
and aboat. But there's ~ 
also Arnold's Harley, 
which transforms into 

a supersleek “G-Hog,” 


One sends the 
4) Governator into 
orbit (left), 
another lets him 
walk through 
4, walls (right). All 

of them, naturally, 
are run by ‘ ‘Arnold Schwarzenegger 
earth-friendly | lands the one job 
solar power. better than president; 
comic-book hero. 


Governator art by STAN LEE COMICS 


VERNATOR 


the animated superhero. 


THE VILLAINS 
This one is Felon-e, 
the 17-year-old 

evil genius behind 
——1 es) Felonbook, a 

~ S =a social network 
—S for hackers. 


THE DOG 
Arnold's nemesis: 
cartoon Maria's pet 
shih tzu, Foofi. 


THE HOUSE Schwarz- 

"enegger’s cartoon manor, 

- like his real house, is 
Pe in Brentwood. But the 


similarities end there. 


ae 
ideal _ Latteco : Armold’s actual estate 
a {ELils probably biager. 
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left office in January, the governor himself was sounding about 
as unsure of the future as his old Terminator pal Sarah Connor. 
“Will I still have the patience to sit on a set and do a movie for 
three or six months, all of those things?” Schwarzenegger, 63, 
said in a tweetcast back in October. “I don’t know.” 
Today, EW can exclusively report that Arnold Schwarzenegger 
has finally figured out what’s next for Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
The man who was recently in charge of the world’s eighth- 
largest economy will be turning himself into a cartoon charac- 
ter. And not just any cartoon character, but the Governator, 
asunglasses-wearing superhero 
with an Austrian accent who'll be 
at the center of an ambitious, kid- 
friendly multimedia comic-book 
and animated TV series codevel- 
oped by no less a hero maker 
than Stan Lee. “The Governator 
is going to be a great superhero, 
but he'll also be Arnold Schwarz- 
enegger,” the 88-year-old co- 
creator of Spider-Man explains. 
“We're using all the personal 

of Arnold’s life. We're 
using his wife [Maria Shriver]. 
We're using his kids. We're using 
the fact that he used to be gover- 
nor. Only after he leaves the gov- 
ernor’s office, Arnold decides to 
become a crime fighter and 
builds a secret high-tech crime- 
fighting control center under 
his house in Brentwood.” 

The cartoon won't be arriving on TV until the end of 2012 
(channel to be determined), and the comic book, which will 
be published by Archie in that brand’s first attempt in 
decades to get in on the superhero game, is also months away 
(although a prototype will likely be ready to distribute at 
Comic-Con in San Diego this summer, and a separate online 
edition is also in the works). EW, however, got an early look 
at The Governator’s “bible,” a 46-page illustrated prospec- 
tus—more of a manifesto, really—outlining virtually every 
aspect of the new endeavor, with details on everything from 
the Governator’s weapons to his sidekicks. We also got to sit 
down with the guy who'll be lending his voice to the series, 
the actual, un-animated Arnold Schwarzenegger, for his first 
interview since leaving office (see Q&A on page 33). 

“When I ran for governor back in 2003 and I started hearing 
people talking about ‘the Governator, I thought the word was 
so cool,” Schwarzenegger says, leisurely lighting a cigar in his 
private-citizen offices in Santa Monica ona sunny March after- 
noon. The space isn’t quite as historic as his old digs in the 
California State Capitol, but it does have a certain House of 
Wax-like charm. There’s a life-size replica of Mr. Freeze from 
Batman & Robin, as well as a copy of Arnold's killer cyborg from 
the Terminator movies (also, oddly, especially for a Republican, 
an enormous stone bust of Soviet leader Vladimir Lenin, but 


element 


4.8.11 Entertainment Weekly 31 


more on that in the Q&A). “The word Governator combined 
two worlds: the world of politics and the movie world,” Schwarz- 
enegger goes on between puffs. “And [the cartoon] brings 
everything together: It combines the governor, the Terminator, 
the bodybuilding world, the True Lies.... Also, I love the idea of 
a control center below my house with a path so that boats 
and submarines can go right into the ocean. In the cartoon, 
my house is much closer to the beach than 
where we live, but, you know, it’s a cartoon.” 
Along with the subterranean man-cave, 
Arnold the cartoon character will have an 
array of “Super Suits” (one that makes him invis- 
ible, another that turns him into a submarine), 
a fleet of earth-friendly supervehicles, nifty 
gadgets like a throat spray that lets him speak 
any language, and a trusty crew of colorful 
assistants, including Maximilian Kuo, a Holly- 
wood makeup artist who helps the Governator 
with his disguises, and Zeke Muckerberg, a 
precocious 13-year-old cybersecurity expert. 
Naturally, there will also be recurring bad 
guys—in one early version of the bible, there 
was a reference to a whole SPECTRE-like 
organization of thugs called Gangsters Impos- 
ters Racketeers Liars & Irredeemable Ex-cons 
(or G.I.R.L.I.E. Men, for short), but that may 
end up being changed. “The villains still need 
to be worked on,” Lee notes. 
Schwarzenegger, it just so happens, has 
owned the trademark to the name “The Gover- 
nator” since 2004, thanks to farsighted strategiz- 
ing by his longtime investment adviser Paul 
‘Wachter: “People were putting ‘Governator’ on 
T-shirts and selling them—I just thought Arnold 
should have control of that,” Wachter explains. 
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Eyen while Schwarzenegger was still in 
office, Wachter kept bringing potential 
showbiz projects to the governor’s 
attention—and some non-showbiz ones 
as well, like million-dollar public speak- 
ing offers—but Schwarzenegger turned. 
them all down (except for a couple of 
cameos). But then, last spring, as 
Arnold’s term was winding down, 
Wachter attended Warren Buffett’s 
Berkshire Hathaway shareholders’ 
meeting in Omaha—an annual gathering 
of billionaires and other bigwigs—and 
ran into Andy Heyward, producer of 
The Care Bears, Strawberry Shortcake, 
Inspector Gadget, Alvin and the Chip- 
munks, The Super Mario Bros. Super 
Schwarzenegger with Show!, and scads of other animated 
The Goyernator kids’ shows. Heyward also produces 
ererentor gan La the animated segment of the corporate 
film that opens the Berkshire Hathaway 
meeting every year, a cute cartoon version of Warren Buffett 
as Batman, or James Bond, or a contestant on American Idol. 
That got Wachter thinking. “I was just standing there talking to 
Andy and] said, ‘You know, we have this Governator thing. Maybe 
there’s something to be done in the animation world with it?’” 
Heyward had recently signed a development deal with Stan 
Lee, so within a few weeks of Schwarzenegger’s exit from office, 
he arranged a conference between the most 
successful bodybuilder-turned-action actor of all 
time and the planet's most prolific creator of iconic 
superheroes (the Hulk, Iron Man, the X-Men...). 
“Putting Arnold and Stan in the same room was 
like mixing plutonium and nitroglycerin in a cock- 
tail shaker,” Heyward says. “The room became 
electric. They were going back and forth, cross- 
pollinating each other with ideas.” Schwarzeneg- 
ger has a similar memory. “It was one of those 
concepts that everyone gets right away,” he says. 
“Everyone had a smile on their face.” 
Schwarzenegger will personally unveil 
his Governator plans to the world in France 
April 4, during the MIPTV international televi- 
sion content confab at Cannes. If all goes 
according to plan, and the cartoon and comic 
books are hits, a Governator animated 3-D 
feature film is also possible—and maybe even a 
live-action version (casting the lead would be a 
cinch). Still, Arnold’s next big thing isn’t sure to 
leave a smile on everyone's face. At this writing, 
Schwarzenegger's wife, Maria, doesn’t yet know 
that she’s about to be turned into a cartoon 
character. Amazingly, Schwarzenegger hasn’t 
broken the news to her. “I have never had a 
conversation with Maria about any of this,” he 
confesses. “It will be a big surprise for her.” 
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SPEAKS 


Theactor-politician opens up about his film prospects, 
reteaming with James Cameron, and the joy of 
wielding Conan the Barbarian’s sword at meetings 


You said back in October, while you 
were still governor, that you weren’t sure 
you wanted to act again. How are you 
feeling about it now that you've left office? 
AS You know, the mind is interesting. 
When I was governor, all I thought 
about was the economy and jobs and 
health care. When I would go ona movie 
set, and friends would ask me if I 
wanted to jump in and do a scene with 
Tom Cruise or whoever’s set we were 
visiting, I said no. I could not see that 
happening again. Hanging upside 

down in the harness and doing all 
that—that was not me anymore. But 
the mind is interesting in how it 
changes. As soon as I finished 
being governor and I was sitting 
around with my pals talking 
about movies, I thought, 
“Yeah, it could be interesting 
to be back on a set again.” 
The more time goes on, the 
more I’ve been getting 
comfortable with the idea. 


Doing an animated TV series 

is a nice way to ease back into 
the profession. 
AS One of the reasons The Governator 
was appealing to me—along with the 
fact that I loved the idea of the 
cartoon—was that it didn’t have any- 
thing to do with going to a set. 


As the new gover- 
nor of California 
in October 2003 


And it doesn’t preclude you from doing 
other things... 
AS Absolutely not. I'm doing the Gover- 


Weare going to be touring the Amazon 
rain forest together at the end of March. 


mean, that guy was ripped. I said to [300 
producer] Mark Canton, “You have got 
to get ahold of this guy. I want to know 
what his training regimen is.” Canton 
said, “What are you talking about? 
[Those muscles] cost me a lot of money.” 


Has there been anything you've read 
recently, any script, that you've really 
liked? Aside from The Governator, what's 
the next thing we’re likely to see Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in? 

AS You will be amazed, but I am going 
to answer your question. Cry Macho. 
It’s a little movie that got my attention 
because it is so opposite of what you'd 
expect someone like me to do. It’s about 
a guy whois a horse trainer. He's a little 
bit over-the-hill. The last two years 
didn’t go so well. But then the owner of 
the horses gives him a challenge. He 
sends him to Mexico to get his son. The 
owner’s wife cheated him out of a 
business and took their son, and the 
owner wants to pay her back, so he 
sends the trainer to get his kid. And it 
becomes a movie about the relation- 
ship between the boy, who never hada 
parent that cared about him, and this 
horse trainer. I don’t know if that will 
be my next movie, but it could be. It’s 
really a wonderful story. 
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So what are the chances of a Schwarz- 
enegger-Cameron reunion? People would 


nator voice and participating in the story 
and the marketing. We are partners. 


But it doesn’t preclude anything else. 


Because lately there have been rumors 
about a True Lies sequel. 

AS The idea of a True Lies sequel has 
been around since the early 2000s, but 
then 9/11 happened and we didn’t do it 
because it had to do with a terrorist 
attack. A lot of terrorist-type scripts 
were canceled back then, but now they 
are emerging again because there 
hasn’t been a terrorist attack in the 
last 10 years. Then, of course, there’s 
dialogue about me getting back into 
the Terminator thing. But you know, 
I've been out of office only two months 
now. I couldn’t be thinking about doing 
Terminator 16 while I was still governor. 


Have you talked to James Cameron lately? 
AS Oh, yeah, I talk to him all the time. 
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love to see you guys work together again 
ona movie. 
AS Could be. 


A lot has changed in Hollywood since 
you've been away. It’s all about comic-book 
superheroes now. He-man action movies 
aren’t made much anymore. 

AS What we had in the’70s and ’80s was 
a change from the ordinary-looking 
action hero to the muscular action hero. 
Stallone and I started competing against 
each other over who had less body fat, 
who was more ripped, who killed more 
people. Then others jumped into the 
competition. Dolph Lundgren. Jean- 
Claude Van Damme. The ’80s were a 
unique era—the hero had to have mus- 
cles or he was not believable. But things 
change. Heroes still have muscles, but 
it’s all CGI. Look at the movie 300. I 


a | i 
BB Terminator 2: 

{! Judgment Day 
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What about nonacting ambitions? How 
are you feeling about Article Il these 
days? Any thoughts on the Constitution 
being changed so that you could run 
for president? 

AS I don’t think it will be changed in 
my lifetime. But I’ve made it clear that 
yes, I would run. I would be out there 
now, running for president, if the 
Constitution would let me do that. 
Because it’s the next big thing. It is a 
challenge. And I have a very clear 
vision about where we need to go. But 
at the same time, I don’t spend much 
time dwelling on it. Everything that 
T’ve accomplished in my life is because 
of America. So why worry about the 
one thing that I can’t do when there 
are thousands of things that I have 
accomplished because of America? 


The birthers would have a field day 
with you. 
AS Oh, yeah. 


The Terminator 
984) 


Did being an action star make your job as 
governor of California harder or easier? 

AS There were times people were 
upset with me for not being able to do 
certain things as governor. They felt I 
was the Terminator. They thought I 
was going to take care of things like in 
the movies. Like when a federal judge 
turned off the water up in Fresno 
because he thought the fish were more 
important than the farmers, and the 
farming stopped because there was no 
water. I had a meeting with the farm- 
workers and I said, “Guys, I know 
what you want me to do. You have a 
vision that I will go to the judge and 
say, ‘Hasta la vista, baby.” And then I 
would break the chains of this big 
wheel that turns on the water. Then 
there is a close-up of the big pipe 
and the water shoots out and all the 
farmers cheer and scream.” I tried to 
tell them that it was more complicated 


than that. That this little federal judge 


Conan the 
Barbarian (1982) 


With Jamie Lee 
Curtis in True 
Lies (1994) 


could weigh 120 pounds, but he has 
the power. 


I have to ask—why do you have an enor- 
mous bust of Lenin in your office? 

AS When the Soviet Union fell in 1991, I 
heard about people tearing down these 
statues, which I understood. But why 
throw them away? They are historical 
artifacts. Sol asked some friends of mine 
in the Wrestling Federation in Russia to 
keep an eye out for me—if they see some- 
thing good, to send it to me. So they sent 
me this bust of Lenin. But the problem 
was, they kept sending me more and 
more statues. I’d put them by the pool 
at home. Andropoy and Chernenko and 
Brezhnev—all these old guys were 
around our swimming pool. Maria 
thought I was crazy. Why do we have all 
these Soviet statues around our swim- 
ming pool? She had them all carted away. 
But I kept Lenin, since he was the first. 


You famously kept the sword from Conan 
the Barbarian in your statehouse confer- 
ence room. 

ASI would put it on the table when we 
did budget negotiations. Everyone 
laughed. 


Is it still there? Does Jerry Brown now 
have the Conan sword? 

ASNo, I took it back. The only thing we 
left was the bear. 


The bear? 

AS It’s a huge, 800-pound [bronze 
statue] of a grizzly bear. It’s the length 
of a pool table. I saw it in a gallery and 
I immediately had the vision of it in 
front of my door up in Sacramento. I 
thought it would make school trips to 
the capitol less boring for kids. 


Seeing Arnold Schwarzenegger in the 


capitol wasn’t exciting enough for them? 
AS Oh, I suppose it was. —BS. 
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Nikolaj Coster-Waldau, 
Emilia Clarke, Jason Momoa, 
and Sean Bean photographed 
‘on March 18, 2011, in London 
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“We loved 
Lord of the 
Rings, but you 
don’t really 
get the sense 
that any of those 
characters 


get horny ever” 


=DAVID BENIO} 


EXECUTIVE PRO! = 


“T'll go to war with him if I have to,” 
he seethes. “They can write a ballad 
about us—‘the war for Cersei’s c---’” 

She slaps her fellow actor, a little too 
hard, leaving a red mark on his chis- 
eled jaw, then laughs and apologizes as 
soon as the director yells “Cut!” 


rm HE SERIES itself packs a 
i | * similarly memorable punch 
| thanks to an intoxicating 
1. combination of sex, political 
intrigue, soapy melodrama, fantasy, and 
adventure, all set against the biggest of 
big-budget production values. With 
Game of Thrones (debuting April 17 at 
9 p.m.), HBO is waging its own war of 
sorts for the notoriously loyal—but also 
deadly fickle—hearts of fanboys who 
flock to such fantasy fare, and who gob- 
bled up the book series on which it’s 
based by the millions. The trick, however, 
will be making the TV version simulta- 
neously appeal to the masses—a feat the 
network pulled off once before with the 
similarly genre-specific True Blood. 
“If you don’t know the books at all, 
it’s still got those things you really need 
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for a great TV show,” says Sue Naegle, | 
president of HBO Entertainment. “It’s | 
carnal and Shakespearean in its drama.” 
Adds actor Sean Bean (The Lord of the | 
Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring), who'd 
never read the books when he signed | 
on to play the king’s begrudging chief 
of staff, Eddard Stark: “It's so unusual 
and different from what we're used to 
seeing on television.” | 

The small-screen adaptation of | 
George R.R. Martin's best-selling books 
follows 20 major characters (including 
Mark Addy as King Baratheon and 
Peter Dinklage as the queen's outcast 
brother, Tyrion Lannister) whose fami- 
lies battle for the throne in the mythi- 
cal land of Westeros. It’s a calculated 
risk for the Emmy-magnet premium | 
cable channel, messing with such a | 
beloved, blogged-about property. “It’s 
an expensive endeavor,” says executive 
producer David Benioff, “and no one’s 
ever really done epic fantasy on this 
scale before on television.” 

While network executives decline to | 
reveal the exact budget for the produc- | 


| 
tion (beyond saying costs did not outrun | 


istard son 
Jon Snow 


plays 


2005's $100 million Rome), shooting in 
real castles and in the mud-caked 
Northern Irish countryside—as well as 
building elaborate sets in both Belfast 
and Malta—is not cheap. Nor is bring- 
ing in a consultant from the Language 
Creation Society to invent an entirely 
new Dothraki dialect for warlord Khal 
Drogo (Jason Momoa), who unwittingly 
gets drawn in to help his new wife 
Daenerys Targaryen’s (Emilia Clarke) 
family make a play to recapture the 
throne. “It’s like Arabic meets German,” 
Momoa says. “It’s like Jabba the Hutt 
meets Fozzie Bear. It’s great.” 

‘That's just one of many pains the pro- 
ducers took to bring Game of Thrones—a 
project they've been working on for nearly 
five years now—to life. When Benioff and 
fellow executive producer D.B. Weiss 
first read Thrones (part of an ongoing 
series whose fifth installment, A Dance 
With Dragons, will be released July 12), 
they both ate up the stories. “It connected 
with that thing that you loved when you 
were younger, and also satisfied your 
need for realism and for more adult 
stuff,” Weiss says. But the pair couldn’t 
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imagine adapting it—which was, as it 
turned out, by design. Martin, who spent 
his early career in the 80s writing for TV 
(Beauty and the Beast, The Twilight Zone), 
had shifted into penning novels specifi- 
cally to escape the screen's limitations. 
“All of my first drafts [of scripts] tended 
to be too big or expensive,” he says. “I 
always hated the process of having to 
cut. When I moved to prose, I said, ‘I’m 
sick of this, I'm going to write something 
that’s as big as I wantit to be, and it’s going 
to have a cast of characters that go into 
the thousands, and huge castles, and bat- 
tles, and dragons, and all sorts of amazing 
stuff that’s completely unfilmable’” 
Indeed, for a long time Benioff and 
Weiss felt that the book was unfilm- 
able—until HBO entered the equation. 
Because of the cable channel’s latitude, 
the duo has been able to remain fairly 
true to the source material. Picky fans 
are bound to spot differences, like a few 


presides 
alongside Mark 

Addy's King 
Baratheon-(left) 


minor characters being 
combined, and set-piece 
and costume details that 
slightly deviate from the 
way Martin wrote them. 
(The production team 
tried to give the Targaryens 
the purple eyes they have 
in the books, for instance, 
but the colored contacts 
proved problematic for 
the actors.) Also, Weiss 
says, “we've had to sim- 
plify some of the warfare stuff to make 
it comprehensible to people who don’t 
have a table full of maps and charts 
and family trees in front of them.” 

The cast and crew are hoping dedi- 
cated readers can get past the small 
changes. “I try to not get too much into 
it,” Benioff says of the nitpicking that 
began online as soon as the project was 
announced, “You have to man up and do 
what you think is right for the series. 
No matter how good it turns out to be, 
someone's going to complain about 
something,” For instance: “They'll just 
say s--- like, ‘She can’t do it, because 
she's got dark hair!’” says Headey, who 
wears a wig to play the blond queen. 
“They all have an opinion,” says Nikolaj 
Coster-Waldau, who plays Headey’s 
warrior brother, Jaime Lannister. “‘The 
nose, that’s not Jaime Lannister!’ There 
were, like, three pages of comments on 
one site about my nose!” 


Mortoa is 
warlord 


yen 


There is, however, an upside to such 
devoted fandom. “Since getting the part, 
some of my friends have come out of the 
fantasy woodwork,” says Dinklage, who, 
as the character known as “the imp,” 
was the first big-name actor to sign on to 
the project. “They treat me differently. 1 
think they like Tyrion more than they 
ever liked me.” 

Squeezing an 800-page paperback 
into a 10-episode season means every 
hour is packed with action, as well as 
elements that go far beyond genre. Yes, 
there are creatures called white walk- 
ers and direwolves, battle scenes, occa- 
sional magic, dragons’ eggs, horses, and 
lots of swords—but there’s also lost 
love, betrayal, attempted murder, con- 
spiracy, incest, infidelity, and loads of 
very explicit sex. “We loved Lord of the 
Rings,’ Benioff says, “but you don’t 
really get the sense that any of those 
characters get horny ever.” 

If anything, the characters in Game of 
Thrones have the opposite problem. “I 
think I’m naked more than I talk,” 
Moma says. “There's incest and raping 
and pillaging. One of my speeches is like, 
‘Tl rape your women and take your chil- 
drenas slaves, Who says ‘I'll rape women. 
and take children’?! It’s gnarly.” As his 
wife, the once-virginal Daenerys, Clarke 
spends a fair amount of time in the buff 
too, though she sees it a bit differently: 
“The thing is that it really is integral to 
the character,” she says. “Her journey is 
the growth of a woman, and it’s a sexual 
awakening as well, We just had a laugh 
while filming [those explicit scenes], 
though. It was giggles all the time for us, 
trying to keep a straight face.” 

If True Blood is any indication, the 
sexiness shouldn't hurt the show's ability 
to attract a broader audience. As Naegle 
says, “I don’t think we're always looking 
to be deliberately provocative, but we 
certainly allow for that. I like my fantasy 
alittle dirty.” Now the question is whether 
viewers, geeked-out and neophyte alike, 
will feel the same way. 
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Michelle Monaghan 
and Jake Gyllenhaal 


Source Code 


sTarrRING Jake Gyllenhaal, Michelle 
Monaghan, Vera Farmiga 
DIRECTED BY Duncan Jones 

PG-13, 1 HR., 33 MINS. 


OMEDAY THE mysterious government 
operatives who invented the time-travel 
techniques in the twisty brainteaser action- 
thriller Source Code ought to meet up for 
some shop talk with the mysterious entre- 
preneurs who invented the dream-travel 
techniques in the twisty brainteaser action- 
thriller Inception. I'd love to hear the Source 
Code guys explain to their sci-fi peers exactly how their 
neural gadgetry enables a participant's brainpower and 
consciousness to cross over into the body of another man 
in the last eight minutes of that other man’s life. As it is, 
T'll have to take the futuristic science on faith along 
with the plot holes in this good-looking, diverting, overly 
jiggered adventure. And I’ll accept the premise that 
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decorated Army helicopter pilot Capt. Colter 
Stevens (Jake Gyllenhaal) inexplicably finds 
himself on a Chicago commuter train tasked 
with finding out who on the train planted 
the bomb that, eight minutes later, will 
destroy the very train he’s on. Whoever it is 

is also planning a second, bigger, even more 
destructive act of terrorism in the heart of the 
city. Is it the angry wannabe comedian (played 
by real comic Russell Peters)? Is it the suspi- 
ciously sweating, swarthy-skinned business- 
man (Cas Anvar)? Who's Christina (Michelle 
Monaghan), the attractive woman sitting 
opposite Stevens on the train, chatting as if 
she knows him? And why, when Stevens is 

in the lavatory, does he play a Marx Brothers 
mime game with an unknown face in the 
mirror? Is that strange reflection his...avatar? 

If Stevens finds the bomber in time, he 
can prevent that second catastrophe. And 
so, while the soldier’s own body is holed up 
in cramped quarters, his consciousness is 
guided into the past and into the body of a 
stranger by his handler (Vera Farmiga, doing 
what she can with a character mostly seen 
as a face on a computer monitor) and her 
boss (Jeffrey Wright, projecting weird comic- 
villain voodoo into his bit as a Shadowy 
Government Type). Stevens is projected, 
time after Groundhog Day time, into those 
last eight minutes, enduring explosion after 
explosion until he can solve the crime. 

The Inception guys would understand all 
this perfectly, even as the audience is left 
scrambling to untangle the plot twists on the 
way out of the movie theater. Myself, I’m 
rapidly tiring of pinball storytelling construec- 
tions that substitute cerebral fanciness of 
format for the weight of emotional content. 
But hold that thought—for eight minutes. 

Source Code, directed by Duncan Jones 
from a buzzing, talky original screenplay by 
Ben Ripley (Species IID), is the bigger-budget 
follow-up to Jones’ cool, haunting, self- 
contained 2009 debut feature, Moon. The 
filmmaker’s fondness—and real knack—for 
sci-fi is evident in the way he keeps things 
rolling, having fun with the confines of the 
train car (and the claustrophobic pod Stevens 
inhabits between missions) the same way 
Jones got a kick out of Sam Rockwell’s isola- 
tion aboard a spaceship in Moon. Stevens 
fails until he succeeds, and each explosion 
is a pleasurable shock. Hach repetition of 
unfolding events, altered as Stevens gains 


a finer understanding of his surroundings, 
is a nifty little scenario, held together by 
nimble work from Gyllenhaal. Among all 
the chess-piece players on the board, the 
star is the only one who really builds a solid 
emotional foundation for his character. After 
his Goldilocksian casting misadventures 
in Prince of Persia and Love & Other Drugs, 
the role is an excellent fit—which is no doubt 
why Gyllenhaal grabbed the script for 
himself and brought it to Jones. As a result, 
we care about Stevens more and more, and 
the investment pays off for (most of) the 
final leg of the journey. 

I wish we could have cared more about 
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Monaghan’s Christina and the love that. Sr ARRnG Saclraetonate 
is meant to be growing between her and DIRECTED BY Joe Wright 
‘i i eve) A teenage assassin 
Stevens with every repetition. But the Ses tb autamackaciA 
character is just another support vehicle for agent (Cate Blanchett). 
the Bele s the Girl—and Monaghan Your Highness 
can’t do much besides look concerned as her STARRING James Franco, 
Natalie Portman 
seatmate behaves oddly. : . , DIRESTED BaDagial 
Source Code bats around interesting philo- Gordon Green 
Two brothers rescue a 


sophical ideas about the elasticity of time, 
and the director finds moments of humor in 
unlikely corners of that train of fools. The 


maiden in this raunchy 
medieval-era comedy. 


APRIL 15 


movie is also, as time goes by, about less than Rio 
it thinks it is. So my question for that Source STARRING Arine Hathaway, 
* 5 * Jesse Eisenberg 
Code-Inception summit I was dreaming DIRECTED BY Carlos 
Saldanha 


about would be: Is emotional disposability 
built into the structure of a movie like this? 
You know, like a source code? B+ 
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A sampling of critics from across 
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Not so long ago, in a galaxy 
called Brooklyn, a 24-year- 
old computer programmer 
and Star Wars nut named 
Casey Pugh got an idea. You 
could say the Force was 
with him. What if he asked a 
bunch of Jedi-obsessed fan- 
boys, bloggers, and backyard 
filmmakers from around the 
world to remake George 
Lucas’ beloved 1977 master- 
piece? Well, not exactly 
remake it, but reinterpret it 
as a low-budget, do-it-your- 
self crowdsourcing project. 
A year and a half ago, Pugh 


A FAN REMAKE 


The fan-created Web movie Star Wars Uncut may 
be coming to a theater near you. —CHRIS NASHAWATY 


set up a website where he 
dissected Lucas’ 121-minute 
epic into 473 15-second seg- 
ments, and invited volunteers 
to claim up to three of the 
mini-scenes and reshoot 
them any way they wanted. 
“Within a week every single 
scene was claimed,” says 
Pugh, now 26. After receiving 
close to 1,000 submissions in 
the first six months from as 
far afield as Germany, Japan, 
and Africa, Pugh stitched 

all of the snippets into a 
Frankenstein-monster mash- 
up called Star Wars Uncut. 


(You can see it at starwars 
uncut.com.) The result is a 
giddy mosaic of crude— 
and some not-so-crude— 
animation, dads dressed 
as aluminum-foil droids, 
family dogs standing in for 
Chewbacca, and one Michael 
Bay-style orgy of explosions 
Starring a badass C-3PO 
driving a stick-shift muscle 
car. The only common thread 
running through all of it is the 
palpable sense of shared love 
for Lucas’ movie that Pugh’s 
posse brought to the unusual 
challenge. In the months since 
the project was completed, 
‘Star Wars Uncut has snow- 
balled into a viral Internet sen- 
sation. It even won an Emmy 
last year for achievement in 
interactive media, beating out 
‘the corporate-bankrolled web- 
sites for Dexter and Glee, 
Pugh also learned that he 


Scenes from Star Wars Uncut, 
including a girl and her dog 
who make for an adorable 
Han Solo and Chewbacca 


has some unexpected fans. 
“The Lucasfilm people flew 
me out and gave me a pat on 
the back,” says Pugh, adding 
that he has no idea whether 
the Big Man himself has seen 
the homage. “They said they 
wanted me to do The Empire 
Strikes Back Uncut next. And 
I was like, | have a full-time 
job. But if you guys want to 
give me some money...” 
Pugh’s not holding his breath. 
His modest goal is simply to 
get his lo-fi epic shown at film 
festivals and hopefully theat- 
tically, with the proceeds going 
to charity. “I'm not looking to 
milk this or profit from it,” he 
says. “It’s a labor of love. | just 
want to get it out there.” 
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INA BETTER WORLD: PER ARNESEN 


Insidious 
STARRING Patrick Wilson 
DIRECTED BY James Wan 
PG-13, 1 HR., 42 MINS. 

By Owen Gleiberman 


Insidious is a haunted-house movie 
that has some of the most shivery 
and indelible images I've seen in 
any horror film in decades. Yes, it’s 
that unsettling. Directed by James 
Wan (Saw) and produced by Oren 
Peli, the auteur of the Paranormal 
Activity films, the movie is about a 
couple (Patrick Wilson and Rose 
Byrne) whose home is plagued by 
the usual clanks, growls, and play- 
fully sinister disturbances. Then 


one of the family’s 
young sons 
lapses into a 
é coma. It’s his 
Patfick Wilson and ep uae 
Rose Byrne been hijacked, 
overtaken by 
ghosts who have a way of showing 
their creepy, smiling, old-fashioned 
nightmare faces at just the right 
moment to goose you with anxiety. 
Lin Shaye plays the psychic exor- 
cist who can see into their world, 
and her fluky cornball intensity lifts 
the film into a realm of menacing 
excitement. Wan is better known 
for severed limbs than subtlety, 
but here he reaches back to the 
stately spookiness of the 1962 low- 
budget classic Carnival of Souls and 
adds a touch of early David Lynch 
to conjure up a vision of hell that 
is terrifying in its dreamlike banal- 
ity. Like most haunted-house films, 
Insidious is a contraption, but it’s 
one that won't let go of you. A= 


Ina Better 
World 


STARRING Mikael 
Persbrandt 
DIRECTED BY 
Susanne Bier 
R,1HR,, 53 MINS. 

a Schwarzbaum 


This year’s Oscar winner for Best 
Foreign Language Film is a fine 
example of Danish filmmaker 
Susanne Bier's (Brothers) talent for 
weaving together accessible domes- 
tic melodrama and issues of ethical 
awareness of the world beyond our 
doorstep. Swedish star Mikael 
Persbrandt plays a humanitarian 
doctor who devotes himself to 
practicing medicine in an African 
refugee camp, a despairing witness 


Mikael Persbrandt and 
Trine Dyrholm ry) 


to the ravages of brutal tribal 
revenge. He later returns home to 
Denmark to find that his sensitive 
son has fallen under the sway of 

a well-mannered little school friend 
mourning the death of his mother 
by acting out his own darker 
impulses. Bier’s inviting film asks 
but doesn’t answer: Is the male urge 
for violence innate? Is it passed 
from father to son? And if it is, how 
can we teach our children well? B+ 


Super 
Rainn Wilson, Ellen Page 
NOT RATED, 1 HR., 36 MINS. 


This trifle about a doofus who becomes a costumed 
‘superhero, even though he has no special powers, 
might have seemed funkier before Kick-Ass. Yet the 
Movie is written and directed by James Gunn (Slither) 
with a certain whimsical black-comic flair. When Frank 
(Rainn Wilson) loses his wife (Liv Tyler) to a drug dealer 
(Kevin Bacon), he reacts by turning himself into 

the Crimson Bolt, a red-clad vigilante who defeats 
criminals—and other annoying people—by hitting them 
in the head with a wrench. It’s really a one-joke movie, 
but the joke is a good one: Frank's “crusade” is just 
ageek’s screw-loose revenge, which Wilson, digging 
into the character's misery, makes oddly sympathetic. 
(Also available on cable via on demand) B -0G 


Hop 
Russell Brand, James Marsden 
PG, 1 HR, 35 MINS. 


It's Alvin and the Chipmunks with only one chipmunk, 
and (if possible) even less fun. In an Easter variation 
ona bad high-concept Christmas movie, E.B. (Russell 
Brand), a rascally rabbit who's reluctant to assume 
his role as the next Easter Bunny, escapes from his 
family’s chocolate-egg factory on Easter Island (are 
you laughing yet?) and lands in LA. There he makes life 
unbearable for fellow slacker Fred James Marsden, 
who looks like James Franco, but in this thankless part 
has none of Franco's captivating quirks). EB. just wants 
to play rock & roll, but how can you build an entire 
movie around Russell Brand as a naughty-cute rebel 
bunny—and then fail to give him a single good line? 
The makers of Hop have done it. B -0G 


The Chart 


Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid: Rodrick Rules 


Released almost exactly 
one year after the first film, 
this middle-school comedy 
sequel performed even 
better than the original 
and cost only $18 million, 
likely ensuring a third 


Wimpy Kid movie. 

THE TOP 20 Nore | “anes” | Jerame | "Gund sae | roots 
BN) DIARY OF AWIMPY KID:RODRICK...| $238 | 3167 | $7,500| — 1 | $38 
Fa) SUCKER PUNCH si91_| 3,033 | $6284) — 1 | gia 

‘The $75 million fantasy action 
film, about five young women 
trying to escape from an 
insane asylum, gave director 
Zack Snyder (300) his worst 
live-action debut. Fanboys 
predominantly supported the 
PG-13 flick: 64 percent of 
the audience was male, and 
74 pereent under the age of 35. 
ES) LIMITLESS si51_| 2805 | $5367) -20 2 | gaa 

CN) THE LINCOLN LAWYER slos | 2707 | $3971 | -19 2 | $287 
Cy) RANGO | sos | 3645 | szem| 35 | 4 | sio63 
[) PAUL $79 | 2806 | $2800 | -40 2 $25.0 
Uy) BATTLE: LOS ANGELES | s76 | 3s | $2432 | -48 3 | $726 

RED RIDING HOOD $43 | 275 | $1588 | -40 3 | $324 

CJ) THE ADJUSTMENT BUREAU $43 | 2282 | sigso| -26 | 4 | $549 
s) MARS NEEDS MOMS $23 | 2170 | sioa | -58 3 | si92 
st) BEASTLY s22 | 1505 | size] az | 4 | $253 
syd) HALL PASS su7 | 1204 | suais | -34 5 | $423 
BEM) THE KING'S SPEECH sus | 1062 | si4e7| -23 | 18 | $B49 
SE JUST GO WITH IT sus | 16 | $1353) -33 7 | sloo3 

Tt may have taken seven 
‘weeks to get there, but this 
romantic comedy has become 
‘Adam Sandler's 12th film to 
cross the $100 million mark. 

SE) GNOMEO & JULIET $15 | 1364 | siio7 | -34 7 | $959 
ST) JANE EYRE slo | 90 | $io778) +108 | 3 | si9 

‘The most recent adaptation 
of Charlotte Bronté’s moody 
classic is proving that indie 
dramas can flourish even 
outside of Osear season. 

BU) UNKNOWN sos | 688 | $939 | ~49 6 | $622 
I) TANGLED $06 | 301 | $1831) 1B | $1985 
SJ) 1 AMNUMBER FOUR sos | sz | so | 1 | 6 | 535 
2) WIN WIN sos | 2 | $20192| +209 | 2 | soz 


‘SOURCE Renta Corporation weekend of Mach 25-27, 201 “Weekend-arss and oossto date figures in milion 


"cides some maltsren theaters and prints shipped as wellas india screens 
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in in il ES 


How to find quality entertainment—at a great price 


tracy« 
hepburn 


THE DEFINITIVE 
COLLECTION 


No one could spar like Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hepburn. 
Put them on screen together and their fireworks made the Fourth 
of July seem tame. Nine of the couple’s films are in this nicely 
priced 10-disc set, including classics like 1949’s Adam’s Rib and 
1967’s Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner. (Not Rated, $44.99) 


- 


1 Dudley Moore Liza inne 


Ifa movie about an unrepentantly rich 
and spoiled drunk sounds like a downer, 
then clearly you've never met Dudley 
Moore's Arthur Bach. With a Russell 
Brand remake hitting theaters April 8, 
Moore's hilariously tipsy 1981 comedy and 
its better-than-it-should-be 1988 sequel, 
Arthur 2: On the Rocks (both costarring 
Liza Minnelli!), are now being trotted out 
in a Blu-ray double feature. (PG, $14.99) 


The term “women's picture” 
wasn't coined as a slight. The genre gave 
us some of the best films of the Golden Age. 
And no one gave them more punch and 
sizzle than Davis in these four gems: 

Dark Victory, Old Acquaintance, Jezebel, and 
Now, Voyager. (Not Rated, $18.99) 

—CHRIS NASHAWATY 


= 


46 Entertainment Weekly 4.8.11 


mong ign: 


I like not having to 
jump through hoops for 
my credit card rewards. 


The BankAmericard Cash Rewards” 
credit card is refreshingly simple 


* 1% cash back on all purchases. 


«No requirement to opt-in to earn cash back. Apply by calling 1.800.790.3458 or visit 


No limits to how much cash back you can bankofamerica.com/getcashback 
earn and your rewards do not expire. 


*No hoops to jump through. BankofAmerica =~ 


28, NAVisa isa registered 
ica and the Bank of Americ 


Premieres Sunday, April 3, 8 pm. 
REELZCHANNEL 
By Ken Tucker 


The Kennedys 


\ , 
Greg Kinnear; 
(inset) Katie Holmes 


HETHER HOPPED up or 
chilled out on painkillers, philan- 
dering compulsively, or being 
downright rude to Frank 
Sinatra, the Kennedy family 
certainly comes off like a dread- 
ful bunch in The Kennedys, a 
miniseries with a vengeance. The most striking thing 
about this eight-part production may be the disconnect 
between its subject and its execution: There's some terrific 
acting here, but it’s done in the service of a hatchet job. 

You have to wonder what was going through Greg 
Kinnear’s mind as he portrays John F. Kennedy with such 
controlled grace while moving through subplots of uncon- 
trolled melodrama. Katie Holmes does a fine job as 


(2) w75s¥9 AV2/ NI (ORBVINO) SNOLLNGOUE SAGRNNIX TOE 9 
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Jacqueline Kennedy, considering that Jackie’s | 
public image consisted primarily of her 
looking lovely and speaking in a coy, hushed 
murmur. Barry Pepper, so good in movies 
such as Saving Private Ryan, performs skill- | 
fully around a prosthetic schnoz as Robert. | 
Kennedy, who's depicted as the real brains of | 
the Kennedy outfit. 
And “outfit,” in its slang gangster meaning, | 
| 
| 


is the correct term. Producer and co-writer “Your daddy just saved the world.” That kind Barry Pepper 
Joel Surnow, who made his rep with 24andhis | of pithy phrasemaking is the stuff of script- and Kime 
Hollywood-conservative interviews, keys in on writers’ dreams—and I’m guessing the 
Joseph Kennedy Sr, played with fierce asperity dream lives of co-writers Stephen Kronish 
by Tom Wilkinson. For Surnow, Joe was an im- and Surnow were working overtime. 
moral climber who cut deals with underworld You don’t need to be a historian or a fact- 
figures, paid for votes, and bullied his sons. checker to feel the falseness of The Kennedys; 
All of which may have some basis in fact, the thing simply doesn’t hold together as a 
but The Kennedys renders every triumph miniseries. Each part has one theme to 
joyless and literally painful. JFK suffered hammer home—the Bay of Pigs, civil rights, 
from acute back problems, and Jackie from Marilyn Monroe's (attempted?) seduction 
depression, so the miniseries has them of both JFK and RFK—and irregularly 
both taking needles in the rear from Max interrupts the dramatic flow with often- 
Jacobson (a.k.a. Dr. Feelgood). Of course, you unnecessary flashbacks. 
shouldn’t be learning your American history Ican see why multiple networks passed on 
from TV movies. I no more believe that Joe The Kennedys: not just because it’s a political 
Kennedy called Sinatra “a lightweight, irrele- hot potato, but because it’s a cobbled-together, 
vant phony” (seems too music-critic-like for mean-spirited piece of work that can’t help 
the philistine Joe) than I do that Jackie told alienating viewers, whether you venerate the | 


Caroline, right after the Cuban Missile Crisis, Kennedys or dislike them. C- 


Sound B ites “Say what you will about “After |run for president..the economy 
| our country, but we do would rise. Everyone would be tan. And 
not deport our celebrities. all the radios would play house music.” 


“Spider-Man: Turn Now, at worst, we exile —Snookion Jersey Shore 
Off the Dark is now them to reality shows.” 


| the second-leading = 
| cause of death . “Your wife 
IM Weeacerriantenertccen becoming 


12 


actress of Broadway's Spider-Man [ me will 
y ‘ { ) 7 = Hc 


© 2010 KENNEDYS PRODUCTIONS (ONTARIO) INC/ZAK CASSAR: KIMMEL: CRAIG SJODIN/ABC: MALICK: CRAIG T. MATHEW/TV LAND; SNOOKI: ANDY KROPA/GETTY IMAGES; RYAN: CHRIS HASTON/NBC 


THE RENNEDYS: 


Introducing the all-new 220-horsepower, 6-sp: injected Buick Regal Turbo. 
It'll have you smiling inside and out. It’s your | onnect ick.com. 


BUICK REGAL TURBO. 


UNLOCK THIS AD’S INTERACTIVE FEATURES. Photograph this entire ad with Google Goggles on Android or iPhone: 


Motors. All rights reserved. Buick” Buick emblem® Regal® iPhone is a registered trademai 


Apple, Inc. 


(Clockwise from top) 
Willow Smith, Daniel 
Radcliffe, Sofia Vergara, 
the cast of The Vampire 
Diaries, and Darren Criss 


3 


BRINK OF FAME: ACTOR 

Darren Criss (Glee, 
Fox) “Teenage Dream,” 
anyone? Case closed. 

> Andrew Garfield 
(The Amazing Spider-Man) 
Donald Glover 
(Community, NBC) 
Nicholas Hoult (X-Men: 
First Class) 

© Rooney Mara (The Girl 
With the Dragon Tattoo) 

> Emma Stone 
(The Amazing Spider-Man) 


#ZOMG INTERNET 
AWARD 
) @CarrieFFisher 


DamnYouAutoCorrect.com 
JamesVanDerMemes.com 
2 Mike Tompkins on YouTube 
& Sassy Gay Friend 
In this gut-busting Web 
series, Brian Gallivan shows 
what happens when you give 
Shakespeare's famous char- 
acters, yes, a sassy gay friend. 
TV YOU BETTA WATCH 
Ol girl 5 gays (Logo) 
> The Game (BET) 
> Pretty Little Liars 
(ABC Family) 
Skins (MTV) 
Tosh.0 (Comedy Central) 
The Vampire Diaries 


NewNowNext Awards 


Logo recognizes pop culture’s up-and-coming obsessions for 201 during 
the channel's fourth annual NewNowNext Awards (April I, 10 p.m.). 
We cast our ballot for our favorites in each category. -ARCHANA RAM 


(The CW) The supernatural 
series features delicious plot 
twists, expert pacing, and 
solid acting. (A smoking-hot 
cast doesn’t hurt either.) 


BEST NEW INDULGENCE 


> Anary Birds 
Netflix Watch Instantly 


New Kids on the Block and 


Backstreet Boys (summer 
tour 2011) Two of pop music's 
biggest acts of yesteryear 
reunite for what can only be 
described as a match made 
in guilty-pleasure heaven. 
OWN (Oprah Winfrey 
Network) 


TV 


TJ Kelly (The A-List: 
New York, Logo) 


MOST ADDICTIVE 
REALITY STAR 
Carmen Carrera 
(RuPaul’s Drag Race, 
Logo) 
Tabatha Coffey 
(Tabatha’s Salon 
Takeover, Bravo) 
Josh Kilmer-Purcell 
and Brent Ridge 
(The Fabulous Beekman 
Boys, Planet Green) 

# Tyler and Catelynn 
(Teen Mom, MTV) The teen 
Parents rode an emotional 
roller coaster after giving up 
their daughter for adoption, 
but emerged as the show's 
most graceful, mature couple. 

BRINK OF FAME: 

MUSIC ARTIST 
Wynter Gordon 
OhLand 

# Sleigh Bells Nobody embodies 
21st-century cool quite like 
this Brooklyn duo, whose 
unique noise-pop sound 
counts Beyoncé asa fan. 
Willow Smith 

2 Two Door Cinema Club 

CAUSE YOU'RE HOT 
Ben Cohen (rugby 
Player, activist) 
Amber Heard 
(Zombieland) 
Joe Manganiello 
(True Blood, HBO) 
Archie Panjabi 
(The Good Wife, CBS) 

of Sofia Vergara 
(Modern Family, ABC) 
Two words: Va-voom. 

© Jesse Williams 
(Grey's Anatomy, ABC) 

NEXT MUST-SEE MOVIE 

> Bridesmaids 

# Harry Potter andthe 
Deathly Hallows—Part 2 
Though the final installment 
doesn't hit until July 15, we're 
already mourning the end of 
the magical franchise. 
The Smurfs 
Water for Elephants 
X-Men: First Class 
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llustration by GLUEKIT 
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1S DELICIOUS 
TEFRUINOSAY 


ADVENTURES OF 


HUCKLEBBRRY FINN Y 
Medium 
= W Rave 
fajktT WOOD. Se 
eye eh 


6RAND 
DESIGN 


Download a FREE 
audiobook today! 


——— When you try Audible free for 14 days 


Choose from 85,000+ titles | Works with iPod®, Kindle™, Android™ & 500+ mp3 players 


Get the FREE audiobook of your choice. 
Learn more at www.audible.com/ewoffer 


A DAY-TO-DAY 
GUIDE TO 
NOTABLE 

By Jessica Shaw 


Curtis Stone, 
John Rivera Sedlaty 
and Sue Zemanick 


Top Chef Masters 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6 | 11PM-MIDNIGHT | BRAVO | TV-14-L 


So what if we've barely finished digesting the sea- 
GREW son finale of Top Chef All-Stars (love you, Richard 
Blais!)? There's never enough Top Chef, and this season of 
Masters—featuring new host Curtis Stone (so long, Kelly Choi 
and your ridiculously perfect mane of hair!) and new judge Ruth 
Reichl (we bow to you, oh, great goddess of Gourmet!)—is showing 
subtle flavor notes of hilarity, egomania, tragic tears, and culi- 
nary brilliance, Tonight's premiere may start with the well-worn 
challenge of Restaurant Wars, but that doesn’t mean the chef 
testants are remotely stale. In fact, it’s worth tuning in if only to 
hear Dévi executive chef Suvir Savan whip up one-liners about 
the competition. Asked why he joined this season, he retorts, 
“One part of me thinks I may have been bitten by a rabid dog.” 
Perhaps, but we're the ones foaming at the mouth for more. 
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MONDAY APRIL 4 
Dancing With the Stars 
ABC, TV-PG-L oa 
Dear lemur readers: | finally 
get why you love Kirstie 
Alley so much! (What, you 
don't get it? Didn't you 
watch Fat Actress?) 
His Way 
HBO, TV-14 Br SERIES DEBUT 
‘A doc about Jerry Weintraub, 
the legendary producer of Relapse 
The Karate Kid and..like he A&E, TV-PG om 
needed to do anything else From the producers of 
tobe legendary. Intervention, a look at 
people who relapse 
SEASON FINALE after detoxing. “I'm 
| here to keep this guy 
Harry's Law from dying in the gut- 
NBC, TV-14-L oa | ter,” says sober coach 
Kathy Bates’ Harry defends | Seth about firefighter 
her former rival, ‘Cause David. It’s gruesome 
that's how they do things in but addictive. Uh, 
Cincinnati, When they're not maybe that was a 
eating Graeter’s ice cream, poor word choice. A~ 
TUESDAY APRIL 5 


NCIS 
CBS 


It's a big episode for “Tiva” fans when Tony’s shower 
buddy E.J. (Sarah Jane Morris) returns to lead the 
investigation of a port-to-port serial killer, and Ziva’s 
secret-keeping boyfriend Ray (Enrique Murciano) 
makes his first appearance. Ray treats Ziva (Cote 
de Pablo) to a romantic dinner by the office vend- 
ing machines and Tony (Michael Weatherly) to “a 
really interesting scene in the bathroom,” de Pablo 
says, “The best scenes always happen in the most 
inappropriate places on NCIS. It’s when the charac- 
ters can have some ‘alone time.” —MandiBierly 


TIMES ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


‘S82/9NIWNY VrNOS ‘SW ‘AL¥/SNOLLINGORs GUD 3SUYTRW ‘OAVUB/ABOTIM ZTODIN'SUaLSYH £349 601 


EVERY INGREDIENT COUNTS. 


WEDNESDAY APRIL 6 EVERY SECOND MATTERS. 


Breaking In 
TV-14-DL 
Don’t mistake this for another wacky-slacker- 
buddy sitcom. It has an engaging premise—a 
high-tech security team led by a big-stogie- 
smoking Christian Slater (who has finally found a way to 
translate his smart smarm to TV with charm), as seen ma | NALE 
through the eyes of its new young hire (Reaper's Bret 


Harrison). With its debonair, jump-cut editing, Breaking In A | 
is a vigorously original, joke-packed bit of fun that could SU N D 4 9 p 8c 
develop into something special. I'm serious, my Wookiee. | 


(Watch and find out what that means.) B+ —Ken Tucker 


SERIES DEBUT 


Extreme Couponing 

TLC, TV-PG 

Awoman named Jaime got 
$1,900 worth of stuff for $103. 
(Stuff = Manwich mix, checks 
with pictures of chicks on them.) 


SERIES DEBUT 


Blak@ Ander Glamour Belles 

‘Anders Holm; Lifetime, TV-PG 
~Adam,Devine Wh Life at a small-town Tennessee 

pageant-gown shop. My eyes 
SERIES DEBUT are having anticipatory burning 
from viewing too much blond 

Workaholics hair and pink taffeta. 
Comedy Central, TV-14-DL 
Ah, workahol, the over- RIES DEBUT 
achiever's drug of choice, 
and, ironically, probably the Tori & Dean: 
‘one addiction not shared | sTORIbook Weddings 
by the three stoner man- Oxygen, TV-PG 
children at the center of Tori Spelling and hubby Dean 
this uneven new comedy | _ McDermott become wedding 
series. The pilot’s simple | _ planners, Hey, Tori, aren’t you 
conceit—avoid the dreaded back in the will? Settle down 
office drug test—is padded with the jobs already! 
with an almost endless 
amount of jokes involving EASON FINALE 
bodily waste, genitalia, and 
more bodily waste, Which Off the Map 
is fine by me, if only they ABC, TV-14-LV 
didn’t commit an unforgiv- Ryan's health continues to head 
able sin for a show about south, which isn’t the direction 
potheads: trying too hard. | you want to head even if you're ALL-STARS TWEET LIVE THIS SUNDAY 
 —Keith Staskiewicz offa map. 


FOLLOW US @FOODNETWORK 


THURSDAY APRIL 7 


LuAnn de Lesseps, Ramqna 
Singer, Cindy Barshop, \ | 
Alex McCord, Kelly Bensimondas 

and Sonja Morgan 


10-11PM 

The Real Housewives of New York City 

Bravo, TV-14 cE 

Iwas worried the departure of Bethenny (who's 
living happily Ever After) would cripple these 
Housewives beyond repair. No need to fret! There's 
still plenty of delicious drama flowing from the 
NYC grid thanks to oversexed Sonja, bulging-eyed 
winemaker Ramona, and blonder ‘n’ bitchier Alex. 
New addition Cindy, who owns a body-hair-removal 
chain, may be too normal for this bunch, but I'd 
take her any day over Jill, who's still harping on last 
season's tired fight with Bethenny. “I still love her... 
in some weird, sick, psychotic way,” she tells the 
nutty Kelly. Oy vey, woman. Let it go! A~ 


SATURDAY APRIL 9 


10-11:30PM 

Colin Quinn 

Long Story Short 

HBO, TV-MA t 

Cancel the Irish wake 
for Quinn's career. Sure, 
‘the aughts were hard 
‘on the SNL alum, but 
it's comeback time. 
Drawing on his Jerry 
Seinfeld-directed 
Broadway show, 
Quinn takes us 
through history from 
Sophocles to Lil 
Wayne. Declaring 
that people never 
change—“It's 

the same stories 
in the Old Testa- 
ment and the New York 
Post”—he covers centu- 
ries in his manic, stream- 
of-consciousness style. 
(And he even points out 
the similarity between 
medieval morality plays 
and inspirational-teacher 
movies.) Jerry notwith- 
standing, here's a show 
about something. 

A —Christian Blauvelt 


8-9PM 

American Idol 

Fox, TV-PG-DL it 

Between Casey's meltdown 
and a double elimination, the 
results show has become 
TV's most thrilling hour. 


CBS co 

Melinda Clarke is back as 
dominatrix-turned-shrink 
Lady Heather. She should 
have combined the practices, 
“How does that make you | 
feel?” works for either. 


9-10PM 

Bones 

Fox, TV-14-DLV 

What's grosser than corns 
and bunions? Dismembered 
corns and bunions, 


SERIES DEBUT 
11-11:30PM 

Gigolos 

Showtime, TV-MA & 

Nope, this title isn’t a euphe- 
mism. Yep, it's very premium, 
(And that isa euphemism.) 


SUNDAY APRIL 10 


8-10PM 

My Future Boyfriend 

ABC Family, TV-14-DL 
Barry Watson plays the 
guy who arrives from the 
future to be Sara Rue’s 
boyfriend. Think Timecop 
but replace the French 
mullet with some G-rated/ 
Not-quite-French kissing. 


SERIES DEBUT 
9-L1PM 

The Judds 

OWN, TV-PG-L 

Naomi and Wynonna hit 
the road and, with the help 
of their shared life coach, 
not each other. 


‘9-11PM 
The Comedy Awards 
Comedy Central, TV-14 
Tina Fey, Jon Stewart, Ty 
Burrell, and Kristen Wiig 
will attend, Eddie Murphy 
will receive the Comedy Icon 
award. Sounded like our 
kind of awards show until 
we saw that Get Him to the 
Greek was nominated for 
best comedy film. 


8-9PM 

The Vampire Diaries 

The CW, TV-14-LV ci 
After a way-too-long 
six-week hiatus, 
Operation Save Elena 
resumes with the sur- 
prise return of Isobel 
(Mia Kirshner), her 
birth mother/vampire. 
Isobel provides new 
information about the 
still-unseen Klaus, and 
another reason for 
Elena (Nina Dobrev) 
to lash out at her birth 
father/jerk uncle John 
(David Anders). 
Always fun. —MB 


FRIDAY APR 8& 


SEASON FINALE 
8-9PM 

‘Who Do You 

Think You Are? 

NBC, TV-PG 

Ashley Judd looks into her 
family history in the Union 
army. And, let's face it, | 
tries to divert attention | 
from the crazy train that is 
her mom and sister’s show 
premiering on Sunday. 


SERIES DEBUT 
9-11PM 

CMT's Next Superstar 

CMT, TV-PG oa 

Singers live together and 
compete every week. Amer- 


ica votes. Nigel Lythgoe 
produces, Jeez, you think 
this format can succeed? 


10-11PM 

Blue Bloods 

CBSE 

Danny and Jackie investi- 
gate when a model is poi- 
soned at a fashion show. 
The episode is titled “Let's 
Get Lots of Really Hot 
Extras to Show Up on Set.” 


Mia Kirshner’) 


Ellie Kendrick, Keeley Hawes, 
{Adrian Scarborough, Jean 
rsh, and Nico Mirallearo 
‘ 


g 


9-10PM* 


Upstairs Downstairs 
PBS, TV-PG 

This three-part reboot of the ’70s 

ASS costume drama about masters 

and servants in turn-of-the-century 
London picks up in the same dusty townhouse in 
1936, where Sir Holland (Ed Stoppard, son of Tom) 
and his wife (Keeley Hawes) hire parlor maid Rose 
Gean Marsh) to run their household. The acting is 
brilliant—Eileen Atkins, who created the original with 
Marsh, is superbly overbearing as Holland’s mum— 
and the scenery is inviting. But mostly it's just pretty | 
People struggling with personal problems (love, | 
money) and doing old-fashioned things (ironing 
newspapers) while historical events (George V’s 
death) unfold. B —Aubry DArminio “check tocal listings 


‘saa/nousnaoud-o> a0314taLS¥W/2a8 ‘StI¥SNMOG SUIVASEN !OBH/UNZYW NIABX L4OHS AUOLS 9NOT NNIND NITOD M2 BHL/ANABTOD TISWANYND 'S3IAVIG BHAA JHL ‘OAVUG/SHLIN YUVEAVE ALD YHOA MIN JO SIAIMBSMOH TIM IHL 


Dave Grohl 


studio album—and first since 2007—was recorded with 


= 
Foo F Ig hte PSS | eck aberproducer Butch Vig (he manned the boards 


for Sonic Youth, the Smashing Pumpkins, and, yes, 
Nirvana) in Grohl’s basement using only analog equip- 


Wasting Light ment. As if that weren’t enough, Nirvana bassist Krist 
Novoselic, Hiisker Dii’s Bob Mould, and the Germs’ 


ROCK (ROSWELL/RCA) 


Pat Smear, who played with the Foos from 1994 to ’97, 
all appear, forming a kind of Voltron of 90s alt-ness. | 
Here's the miracle, though: Foo Fighters never feel like 


} ERE A MEASLY two decades a backward-looking band. Light is a muscular rock & roll 
| out, but ’90s nostalgia is throwdown, featuring the Foos delivering exactly the 
already hitting its dubious kind of catchy, pummeling anthems they’re known for, 


— peak: Scuffed-up Doc Martens with total disregard for the whims of the masses. “Bridge 


and slouchy flannel Burning” is rich and fiery—its layered chorus 
| shirts are ubiquitous DOWNLOAD and machine-gun percussion will knock you 
again, My So-Called THESE over on first listen—while “These Days” is 
Life DVDs are required (re-)viewing, and BRIDGE BURNING a tough, moody power ballad in the melan- 
Pearl Jam are steadily reissuing their The raucous cholic spirit of 1997’s “Everlong.” “Once upon 


battering-ram single 


grunge-defining back catalog. a time, I was somebody else,” Grohl growls on 

Still, it’s hard for any new band to compete WHITE LIMO “Back & Forth,” but it turns out he’s still that 
with Foo Fighters, Dave Grohl's post-Nirvana [X/eitessnpMm cuy—affable yet fierce, and ready with a 
behemoth. Wasting Light, the group’s seventh memorable chorus. / 


JIM DYSON/GETTY IMAGES, 
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Music 


NEW SINGLES 


OWL CITY “Alligator Sky” 
Synth-pop naif Owl City, a.k.a. 
Adam Young, turns from “Fire- 
flies” to reptiles but retains 
his penchant for unctuous, 
faux-deep fridge-magnet 
poetry. C~ —Leah Greenblatt 


LADY GAGA 
“Born This Way (The 
Country Road Version)” 

If Gaga's message about em- 
bracing the “real you" got lost 
in the original's overpro- 

A duced club sheen it flowers 
when she gets her twang 
on. B+ —Christian Blauvelt 


FRANK OCEAN “Novacane” 
Ocean, the lone singer in rising 
hip-hop collective Odd Future, 
delivers a charmingly woozy 
NSFW love cut sodden 

with a passion that we can. 
feel. A —Brad Wete 


THE CARS “Sad Song” 
The reunited new-wave 
innovators craft a trim, 
not-at-all-sad hand-clap treat 
that hints at good things for 
their first album in 24 years, 
the upcoming Move Like 
This. B+ —Joe Lynch 


DIERKS BENTLEY 

“am Ithe Only One” 
Dierks just wants to party, 
and his friends are all sober 
or home watching /dol. 
Solution? Become a honky- 
tonk hell-raiser, party of 
one—until a “country cutie 
with a rock & roll booty” 
doubles down. B —LG 


Jamie Foxx 
And will.i.am 
Talk Rio 


The actor and the Black Eyed Pea on 
headlining the soundtrack for the animated 
movie, voice acting, and being wowed by costar 
Anne Hathaway. -3w 


In the movie (out April 15; the soundtrack is out April 5), you play 
a pair of wisecracking birds, Nico and Pedro, and you team up on 
the song “Hot Wings (I Wanna Party).” What's the idea there? 
William | just wanted to have a catchy song that people would be 
singing afterwards, And | wanted to make parts that DJs would want to 
sample or play in the club, elements that could be used out in the world. 
Will, as a nonactor, was it tough to get into character? 

William I'm used to being physical and doing facial expressions 

That doesn’t work with animation, so | really had to work. 

Did you get to interact with other “voices,” like Jesse Eisenberg? 
William | produced Anne Hathaway's vocals, and | was surprised, 

I didn’t know she could sing like that! 

Jamie, what else do you have going on musicwise right now? 
Jamie Foxx After listening to Will talk about how many people come 
to his concerts, Ive decided to go into another business. It’s a little 
disheartening when they tell me, “You're hitting them in Palm 
Springs, Foxx!” And then you hear the Peas just sold out three stadi- 
ums in France that hold 80,000 people in an hour. I've got a lot of 
work to do. I've got to rethink my whole existence! 
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THE KILLS: VICTORIA WILL/CORBIS OUTLINE 


ALSO AVAILABLE: ALBUMS 


BRITNEY SPEARS 

Femme Fatale 

These days, we don’t ask a 
whole lot from Britney as an en- 
tertainer. Still her seventh studio 
disc is a tireless, undemanding 
marvel of modern-day electro- 
pop, B —Adam Markovitz 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 

‘Sucker Punch Soundtrack 
Zack Snyder's Lolita-warriors 

tale features revamped songs 
from alt icons (the Pixies, the 


‘Stooges, Bjork), rendered in 
high goth dudgeon. B= —LG 


INXS Original Sin 

The band’s surviving members 
recast old hits like “New 
Sensation” and “Kick” with 
guest singers including Rob 
Thomas and Nikka Costa, The 
results are fine, but Sin never 
distracts you from its last-ditch 
desperation. € —Mikael Wood 


THE PAINS OF BEING 
PURE AT HEART Belong 
On their second outing, the 
Brooklyn noise-pop fetishists 
are finally crafting songs 
substantial enough to with- 
stand repeated listens and 
justify their devotion to guile- 
less twee. BY —JL 


MARY MARY Something Big 
Mary Mary albums have to 
succeed on two levels—spiritu- 
ally and treadmill-y. On the first 


count, Big testifies; on the 
second, it'll barely move you 

to walk around the block. Noth- 
ing soars to the divine heights 
of 1999's "Shackles (Praise 
You)." € —Henry Goldblatt 


KEREN ANN 707 

The Israeli-born chanteuse plays 
Frangoise Hardy-esque fille 
mystérieuse on her husky, atmo- 
spheric latest. Here she is no 
longer the chaste coffeehouse 
ingenue of her 2004 breakout, 
‘Not Going Anywhere—cooing 
portents like “My Name 
|s Trouble” that double as 
promises, B+ —LG 


THE KILLS Blood Pressures-> 
The blues-punk duo (which 
includes Dead Weather siren 
Alison Mosshart) builds another 
near masterpiece, copping 

the strut of Cab Calloway on 
“Satellite” and T. Rex’s fuzzy 
shuffle on DNA” A= —JL 
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DEADLIEST: 


CATCH 


Scan this code for exclusive Catch videos and more. 
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point, though, is Davies’ duet 
on“Til the End of Day” with a 
fellow power-pop icon: the late 
Alex Chilton, B+ —MW 
DOWNLOAD THESE: 
Plaintive, Jackson Browne-assisted 
Waterloo Sunset + Glammed-up 
Paloma Faith collab Lola 


sMusic 


they're all outsung by American 
Idol's Matt Giraud, who thrillingly 
channels Ray Charles on “You 
Don't Know Me." B —MW 
DOWNLOAD THESE: Soulful 
You Don’t Know Me « Laid-back 
Keith Urban duet Good Time 
Charlie's Got the Blues 


QUICK TAKES 
Ray Davies Anna Wilson | Robbie Robertson 
SeeMy Friends Countrypolitan Duets How to Become Clairvoyant 
ROCK (DECCA) COUNTRY (MUSIC WORLD/ ROCK (MACRO-BIOTIC/429) 
TRANSFER) 
Davies has Robertson's 
been ina retro- The Nashville , first solo album 
; spective mood jazz singer gets | in more than 
of ate: In 2009, help from local | BS 10 years is 
a the legendary heavyweights | down-the- 
Kinks frontman released a set of = on these big- | middle slickness ‘n’ cynicism: 
choral covers, and here he redoes. band country standards: Lady Steely Dan meets Warren Zevon 
his early hits alongside pals like Antebellum lend creamy harmo- | _in limbo. Romanticizing himself 
Bruce Springsteen, Billy Corgan, nies to “Walkin’ After Midnight,” as a guitar-slinging “Axman,” 
and Spoon. Hearing Metallica while Ray Price himself shows | Robertson unloads on The Band 
roar through “You Really Got up on “Youre the Best Thing | on “This Is Where | Get Off” and 
Me"? Definitely a hoot. The high That Ever Happened to Me.” Yet indulges in a Django Reinhardt 


salute. At his best, he makes 
convincing cases for the power 
of middle-aged experience and 
corrosive honesty (“The Right 
Mistake"). —Ken Tucker 
DOWNLOAD THESE: Tough- 
uy pop The Right Mistake » 
Eric Clapton duet Fear of Falling 


Song title: ‘Just Can’t Get Enough” 


| _SongTitle:"WhoSays’ | Title: “Who Says” 


Title Bout: Judging Same-Name Songs 


Copying a test in school gets you detention; copying another artist's song title, apparently, 
can get you a hit. Below, we compare the brand-new imitators with the originators. -L¢ 


Song title: “Criminal” 


7 


BLACK EYED PEAS DEPECHE MODE BRITNEY SPEARS FIONA APPLE 
The Peas (relatively) ‘So addicted to synths in Britis all slinkand snake- Circa 1997, Apple was 
slow their party rollon 1981. Get enough of that charmer flutes, defending _the bad influence—and 
this smitten semi-ballad. breakdown? Never. her felonious boo. no snake stood a chance. 


be SOnstitles"Without You" title: “Without You” 


Ao2. Bae = 


SELENA GOMEZ JOHN MAYER 

She says love yourself, He said (in’09) he would Ape eoetc ones Sant Me 

you're perfect just the _ like to get stoned and calla the love of a good Nilsson’s 1971 weepie— 
‘way you are, irl for phone sex. (Oscar-winning) woman. or Mariah's "94 reboot. 


WHO'S 
PLAYING 


ON LATE-NIGHT & 
‘TALK SHOWS 


APRIL 2 


Saturday Night Live 
ELTON JOHN 

He'll be joined 

by old friend 

Leon Russell. 
Youthquake! 


APRIL 4 
The Tonight 
Show With 
Jay Leno 
AUGUSTANA 
The expansive 
rockers welcome 
the month of Aprilana, 


Lopez Tonight 
PANIC! AT THE DISCO 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
BAD RELIGION 


APRIL 5 


The Ellen 
Show 


DeGeneres 
DURAN DURAN 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 

THE DECEMBERISTS 

More month names! The cere- 
bral folkies pull from recent 
No.1 album The King Is Dead. 


APRIL 6 


Late Show 
uae David 


ROBE 
ROBERTSON 


KELLY 


CLARKSON 
Show reps promise “a great- 
est hit”: place your bets. 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
FUNERAL PARTY 


Late Night with 
Jimmy Fallon 
PAUL SIMON, 


The first of a two-night run. 


APRIL7 


Lopez Tonight 
AVRIL LAVIGNE 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
ELLIE GOULDING 
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AURA ESTRADA AND GOLOMAN: RACHEL COB 


| 
| 


Say Her Name 


Francisco Goldman 
NOVEL 
By Rob Brunner 


RANCISCO GOLDMAN'S WIFE, Aura 
Estrada, died unexpectedly in 2007. She 
was 30 years old, a fiction writer and 
academic who loved Jorge Luis Borges 
and Belle & Sebastian and looked, Gold- 
man writes, “like a Mexican Bjork.” This 
quietly devastating novel finds him grap- 
pling with Aura’s life and death: the four 
years they spent as a couple, her childhood and budding 
literary career, and his own terrible struggle with her loss, 
which sits in him like “a hard hollow rectangle filled with 
tepid blank His story unfolds gently, like a muted 
conversation in an empty bar, the tone numb and hushed. 
Goldman doesn’t keep his wife’s passing a secret—he 
reveals it in the very first sentence of Say Her Name. But for 
most of the book he explores the before and after while danc- 
ing around the details of what actually happened. The effect 
is powerful. As the story builds—inevitably, unbearably— 
toward Aura's last day, Goldman has so convincingly brought 
her to life that her death still somehow comes as a shock. 
Say Her Nameis ostensibly a novel, but some Googling 
suggests that the basic story is true. Why call it fiction, 
then? At several points Goldman writes about competing 
narratives, the ways memories conflict and different stories 
can grow out of the same facts. Maybe Goldman, a former 
journalist, just couldn’t bear the pressure of “the truth,” 
of worrying about anyone's take on Aura but his own. But 
even that proves slippery, as the author wrestles with 
himself, trying to comprehend exactly what happened that 
terrible day. Is he to blame for her death, as her mother 


alleges? Goldman's beautifully 
MEMORABLE LINES written, deeply felt ode to his 
“ wife isn’t afraid to confront 
Q y 
Every day a ghostly that and other painful ques- 


ruin... Every second 
on the clock clicking 
forward, ennyetiog 


tions. Most of all, though, it 
lets you meet this unusual 
woman through Goldman's 
lovestruck gaze, and you 
can’t help falling for her 

a little too. Even after the 
book ends, the sting of 
Aura’s absence lingers. A= 


| do or see or thin! 
all of it made of 

im ashes and charred 

| shards, the ruins 
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Michael Conihelly; right) 
Matthe® fieConaughey 


and yai/Phillippe in 
Thé Lincoln Lawyer 


Michael Connelly on 
McConaughey, L.A. & 
What He Learns at Bars 


With The Lincoln Lawyer in theaters and a new Mick. 
The Fifth Witness, out on April 5, Conn 
everywhere. We spoke with him about the se 


y Haller novel, 
'y’s streetwise defense attorney is 
. “KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


When you first came up with the What was your first reaction 


idea for The Lincoln Lawyer, had when producers told you they 

you known for a while that you were thinking about Matthew 
wanted to do a legal thriller? McConaughey for the role? 

T'd known ever since I'd been a writer, Let me clarify. I’m the writer of the 
since I’m a fan of the genre. But it’s book. I took their money, and they got 


intimidating because the titans of the the rights. So they just came to me 
legal-thriller industry are people who and said, “It’s McConaughey.” But my 


actually were lawyers: John Grisham, reaction was very favorable. Back 
Scott Turow, John Lescroart. when I was watching Tropic Thunder, 
Did you undergo your own mini where McConaughey 

version of law school to prepare? plays an underhanded 

The key research for this book took Hollywood agent, I said 

place in bars after work, a couple bars to my wife, “He could 

where the legal community congre- play Mickey Haller.” 

gates after courts close each night. Have you ever 

A one-martini stop-off. That's where had any similar 

Ipicked up my anecdotal stories. moments where 

So you got your ideas from the bar you thought, “Oh, 

as opposed to “the Bar”? that guy could play 

[Laughs] Yeah, with a capital B. Harry Bosch”? 
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Ihave. I build a character in my head, 
and I see a midlist actor named Billy 
Burke. He plays the sheriff in the 
Twilight movies. Something about 
him...he’s got the mustache. Whenever 
Isee him in movies, he’s very close 
to how I picture Harry Bosch. 

Los Angeles has a certain literary 
tradition, from Raymond Chandler 
to Bret Easton Ellis. How do you 
use the city in your books? 

Igo back to my journalism days. You 
weren't sent to places that were recog- 
nizable or that the entertainment 
industry had found yet. Take courtroom 
dramas—the courtrooms that they 
use tend to be these big places with 
colonnades out front, and they don’t 
have those in L.A. I write what I'd see. 
You write about a book a year. Do 
you find that pace works for you? 
I don’t think anyone will believe me, 
but I’ve never been pressured by a 
publisher to churn out a book. I think 
there’s a general misconception that 
anything written quickly lacks quality, 
and I don't believe that. I know for a 
fact that the two quickest 
books I've written have 
been my most successful, 
and that’s The Lincoln 
Lawyer and The Poet. And 
it wasn’t because I wanted 
to get them over with and 
on to the next thing, it’s 
just that the momentum 
kept moving and I wanted 
to go along for the ride. 
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HOCKING: SCOTT JACOBSON/POST-BULLETIN 


Books 


The Uncoupling Please Look After Mom 
Meg Wolitzer Kyung-Sook Shin 
NOVEL NOVEL 
The sleepy bedroom Please Look After 
community of Stellar Mom—a sensation in 


Plains, NJ, finds 

that those bedrooms 
are suddenly battle- 
fields when its 
women fall away 
from sex en masse, bewitched into 
chastity by the chilly wind of a 
strange enchantment. The spell’s un- 
likely source: a local high school pro- 
duction of Aristophanes’ Lysistrata, 
in which the ladies of ancient Greece 
use abstinence to force an end to the 
Peloponnesian War. As always, Wolitzer 
(The Wife, The Position) writes with 
wit and barbed insight, though it’s 
unclear why a master of modern fiction 
has turned to Alice Hoffman-esque 
tropes of magical realism; it feels like 
aliterary crutch, one frankly beneath 
her talents. 8 —Leah Greenblatt 


South Korea, where it 
sold a million copies— 


splintered by the loss 

of matriarch So-nyo, 
an illiterate farm wife who vanishes in 
a packed Seoul subway station. The 
novel unspools from the viewpoints of 


favorite child), her abusive husband, 
and, finally, So-nyo herself. The picture 
that emerges, of an unappreciated 
mother who sacrificed her life for her 
family, is a tediously familiar one. But 
despite the stock characters—and 
Shin's regrettable forays into pathos— 
the story somehow works, redeemed 
by the resolute So-nyo of the last 
chapters, a woman her husband and 
children never knew. EB —Tina Jordan 


DIY Author Lands 
Auge Deal. 
Who'll Be Next? 


Self-published ebook author Amanda 
Hocking—who's sold more than a 
million of her paranormal romances 
over the past year—was recently 
offered a$2 million, four-book 
deal by St. Martin’s Press. And 
she's not the only self-published 
success out there. Here's who 

” might get scooped up soon: 


Karen McQuestion has published six ebooks since 2009, 
all romantic comedies or family dramas—and all Amazon 
best-sellers. One of them has been optioned for a film. 
John Locke has not one but six crime novels in Amazon's 
current Kindle top 30. He's sold half a million copies of 

his books this year alone. 

Stephen Carpenter, who wrote and directed the 2001 film 
Soul Survivors, has an Amazon ebook blockbuster (the 
crime thriller Killer) to his name. —KS 


LP 


is the story of a family 


her eldest daughter, her eldest son (and 


The Chart 


HARDCOVER BEST-SELLERS 


The Portable 
Spell Book 
This week's best-sellers come 
from the horror- and super- 
naturally inclined Dark Delica- 
cies bookstore in Burbank. 


PAPERBACK TOP 10 


2c oN Oo 


oN aw ew 


‘THE PORTABLE SPELL BOOK Ashleen O'Gaea 


‘The top-selling nonfiction paperback at Dark Delica- 
cies is this do-it-yourself Wiccan guide that teaches 
you how to cast charms, successfully perform incan- 
tations, and mix your own potions. Handy! 


DRACULA STARRING LON CHANEY Philip J. Riley 


CAN YOU SURVIVE THE ZOMBIE APOCALYPSE? 
Max Brallier 


ZOMBIE CUPCAKES Zily Rosen 
Dark delicacies indeed, While both cupcakes and zom- 
bies may be a little long into their fad phase, combining, 
them isa stroke of genius. Rosen's recipes include 
‘virus, brain food, and decapitated-zombie cupcakes. 


‘THE ZOMBIES OF LAKE WOEBEGOTTEN 
Harrison Gelllor 


‘SPECTRUM 17 Ed, by Cathy & Amie Fenner 


LA'S GRAVESIDE COMPANION Steve Goldstein 


TIM BURTON Tim Burton, Jenny He & Ron Magliozzi 


HAMMER FILMS: THE UNSUNG HEROES 
Wayne Kinsey 


‘THE BOOK OF LISTS: HORROR 
‘Amy Wallace, Del Howison & Scott Bradley 


AN EMBARRASSMENT OF RICHES 
Chelsea Quinn Yarbro 


OTHER KINGDOMS Richard Matheson 
‘Matheson is a titan of horror and fantasy writing, 
and even if you don't recognize his name, you almost 
definitely know his work. Adaptations of his novels 
and stories include Am Legend, Stir of Echoes, 
What Dreams May Come, The Bor, The Incredible 
Shrinking Man, and some of the most memorable 
episodes of The Twilight Zone, like the one based 

is list's No. 9. Other Kingdoms is his first 
new book in five years. 


‘MY IMMORTAL Lee Rudnicki 


HANDLING THE UNDEAD John Ajvide Lindqvist 


‘THE GATES John Connolly 


AMONG THE GHOSTS Amber Benson 


DREAD ISLAND Joe R. Lansdale 


‘THE LAST GREATEST MAGICIAN IN THE WORLD 
Jim Steinmeyer 


NIGHTMARE AT 20,000 FEET Richard Matheson 


‘SPINSTER GOOSE Lisa Wheeler 
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FIGHT ANYONE, 
ANYTIME, 
ANYWHERE. 


Challenge friends and strangers to an all-out brawl with 
Super Street Fighter® IV 3D Edition. The acclaimed fighting 
game has been perfected for the Nintendo 3DS system, 
offering full online* and local multiplayer support, as well 
as new features that bring the fun of the fight to all players. 


Now you can discover a world of 3D entertainment with 
additional games, photos and more. No glasses required, 


_ NINTEND® DS. 


Nintendo3Dsicom 
Mild Language Wireless broadband Intemet access is edured foaniine play. 
Mild Suggestive Themes || FaRmaxe information, a to suppert.ainiendo.com: 
Violence Simulated#ages of Nintendo 305 system, 


& CAPCOM US.A., INC. 201)PALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
JENdeSDS is a trademark of NinfeNgOrS_2011 Nintendo. 


10 Videogames We 2a. 
Can’t Wait to Play ct mee 


Portal 2, the sequel to the 


Start stretching your thumbs! Here’s a look at some of the hit 2007 puzzler. Players 

upcoming titles that we’re most looking forward to. explore a futuristic re- 
search facility by using 
aportal gun that can create 


wormholes between vari- 
ous surfaces, and your 
progress is monitored by 
aderanged computer sys- 
tem that likely wants to kill 
you. WHY WE'RE EXCITED 
Trickier puzzles and anew 
two-player co-op mode? 
Sign us up! (4/19) 


LEGO: Pirates of 
the Caribbean, 


LA. Noire 


PS3, XBOX 360, Wil, 3DS, 


PS3, XBOX 360 With Grand Theft Auto, Rockstar Games PSP, PC Capt. Jack 

established itself as the premier maker of open-world gaming. With Sparrow goes bite-size 

Red Dead Redemption, the company looked to the past to produce and brandishes a plastic 

a masterpiece. Now Rockstar moves up the historical timeline for its cutlass in this toy-block 
most ambitious project yet. L.A. Noire is an epic, film-noir-inspired murder adaptation of Disney's 
mystery filled with vice and vintage atmosphere. The cast includes John billion-dollar film fran- 
Noble (Fringe) and Aaron Staton (Mad Men), who lend their voices and chise. WHY WE'RE EXCITED 
physical presence via an unprecedented use of Avatar-esque motion cap- Swashbuckling seamen 
ture. WHY WE'RE EXCITED Lots of games like to call themselves “cinematic.” should be a perfect fit for 
This one sounds genuinely worthy of the word. (5/17) the always-entertaining 


LEGO series. (5/10) 
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4 PS3, XBOX 360 


‘The bloodier-than-ever 
ninth entry in the classic 
fighting series returns the 
action to a two-dimensional 
plane, meaning you can 
move only left, right, up, 
or down. But simplicity 
can be a virtue. New to 
this edition: an “X-ray” 
attack that reveals the 
anatomical damage being 
inflicted. WHY WE'RE 
EXCITED Because our 
parents still wouldn't 
approve. (4/19) 


PS3, 


XBOX 360, Wil Augusta 
National makes its first 
Tiger appearance. You 
can finally navigate a 
painstakingly detailed 
re-creation of the private 
course that’s hosted 
the Masters since 1934. 
WHY WE'RE EXCITED 
Go club-to-club with 
golf legends in historic 
tournaments. (3/29) 


6 PS3, XBOX 
360, PC Welcome to 
the Ark, a utopian floating 
city descending into post- 


apocalyptic anarchy. 


Players can fight on 
either side of a civil war, 
and thanks to fully cus- 
tomizable characters and 
intriguing multiplayer 
integration, Brink’s 
replay value is off the 
charts. WHY WE’RE 
EXCITED The SMART 
(Smooth Movement 
Across Random Terrain) 
system, which allows 
you to execute parkour- 
style moves, could 

be a step forward 

for the first-person- 
shooter genre. (5/17) 


7 


PS3, XBOX 360, PC 

‘The 17th in the Need 

for Speed dynasty is the 
series’ first to boast a 
selection of more than 
100 cars; its creators 
worked closely with pro 
racers to guarantee your 
white-knuckle engine- 
revving feels as realistic 
as possible. WHY WE'RE 
EXCITED With the new 
helmet cam mimicking 
car vibrations and head 
movements, the game’s 
physics and graphics 
look to make it one of 
the most lifelike racing 
sims ever. (3/29) 


8 PS3, XBOX 360, PC 


A powerful, evil psychic 
and an undead cannibal? 
No biggie—unless they're 
your mom and brother. 
Previously ordered to 
vanquish his kin, Point 
Man is back along with 
his vengeful mother and 
sibling ex-nemesis, who 
wants the dysfunctional 
clan to be a normal family. 
WHY WE'RE EXCITED This 
third installment ensures 
isolation and unpredictabil- 
ity by generating a fresh 
slew of random events and 
enemy encounters each 
time you play. (5/24) 


9 Wil Alien-invasion 


thriller The Conduit 

felt hermetically sealed, 
with endless levels of cor- 
ridor combat. Conduit 2 
expands its future world, 
sending you to England, 
the Amazon, China, 

and Siberia. WHY WE'RE 
EXCITED If this can 
follow through on the first 
game’s untapped poten- 
tial, Wii owners will finally 
have a shooter franchise 
to call their own. (4/19) 


10 


PS3 For the 
military-assault fran- 
chise’s newest entry, 
designers focused on 
making a compelling 
single story line, and the 
early levels recall Apoca- 
lypse Now. WHY WE'RE 
EXCITED We're hoping 
SOCOM 4’s multiplayer 
can measure up to its 
PS2 predecessors. (4/19) 
Written by Darren Franich, 
Jeff Jensen, Bryan Lufkin, 
and John Young 


Shift2 
Unleashed 


RONNIE LUSTER/MPTVIMAGES.COM 


Mike Todd and Eddie and 
|-for about three years, 
until Mike's passing. 
Then my husband took 
over his job. [Laughs] 
Then, of course, there 
was a breach in our 
friendship for many 
years. We made up 
when | married again 
and she married Richard 
Burton. People always 
assume you're going to 
carry a grudge, but | 
don't do that. We passed 
through that with time. 
We made a [TV movie] 
called These Old Broads 
together that my 
daughter [Carrie Fisher] 
co-wrote, Elizabeth was 
having a hard time walk- 
ing at that time, but she 
just thought it was a 
kick to do it. | just talked 
to her two weeks ago. 

| said, ‘Getting old is not 
easy, is it?’ We talked 
about being sick, and 
she said how hard it 
was and that she was 
pleased | called. I'm glad 
that she can be out of 
her pain now.” 


LAURENCE 
MARK 
Producer of These 
Old Broads (2001) 
“Elizabeth really was a 
great broad in the most 
wonderful sense of that 
word. She was fun. She 
had a certain kind of 
bawdiness about her. 
She had this very sweet 
voice, but often—how should we 
say?—the language could bea bit 
rowdy. But in the sweetest way, 
not in any kind of edgy way. She 
was someone who was famous 
since she was 12. To undergo that 
kind of scrutiny and yet main- 
tain an equilibrium—she never 
seemed to feel the weight of it” 


AL JEAN 

Exec producer of The 
Simpsons; Taylor was 
cast as the voice of baby 
Maggie in a 1992 episode 
(her only line: “Daddy”) 


“Usually, the [recording] room is 
almost empty—we have the 
cast and then a couple writers. 
That day, the recording stage 
was completely filled. She came 
in, she had a little dog, and she 
wore her ring, which was huge. 
It cost more than my house. 
We had her do the one line as 
Maagie. I'm looking at the ‘Most 
Beautiful Woman in the World, 
trying to think, ‘What does that 
sound like coming out of a cute 
little baby?’ | asked her for a lot 
of takes because it's very hard 
to know what you want on one 
word, but she was really funny 
about it. After | said, ‘Okay, we 
got it!’ she said, ‘F--- you!’ in the 
Maggie voice. She was kidding. 
Everybody laughed. She lived 

up to everything you would 
expect Elizabeth Taylor to be.” 


CARRIE FISHER 
Debbie Reynolds’ 
daughter and Taylor's 
onetime stepdaughter, 
ina statement 

“A woman who rarely did 
things in half measure. 
Elizabeth lived her life to 
the fullest... If my father had 
to divorce my mother for 
anyone—I'm so grateful that 
it was Elizabeth.” 


JONATHAN 
SILVERMAN 
Costarin 

These Old Broads 


“She got to the set in her limo, 
and it was like that scene in 
Fiddler on the Roof when 

the sewing machine comes. 
The whole village comes out to 
see this amazing thing. We all 
came out, the entire crew, and 
there was a great buzz. Even 
the great Shirley MacLaine 
was terribly excited. She had 
recently been given the title of 
Dame, and we were told to 
address her as Dame Elizabeth. 
I can’t remember who said it 
first—Welcome to our set, 
Dame Elizabeth’—but she was 
like, ‘What? Stop! Don't call 
me that’ She was talkative 
between takes, asking me 
about my career, my family, 


my love life, and | thought it 
would be okay to ask about 
these massive rocks that 
were hanging off her fingers. 
She'd say, ‘Oh, this little 

one was given to me by an 
ex-husband. And this one 
Michael gave me,’ | said, 
‘Michael?’ She said, ‘Jackson. 
I don’t know why he keeps 
supplying me with presents. 
He just spoils me’” 


SHIRLEY 
MacLAINE 
Friend and costar 

in These Old Broads, 
ina statement 


“| don't know what was more 
impressive: her magnitude 
asa star or her magnitude 
as a friend. Her talent for 
friendship was unmatched. 

| will miss her for the rest of 
my life and beyond.” 


DR. MATHILDE 
KRIM 

Founding chairman 
ofamfAR 

“| met Elizabeth in 1984. It 
was a difficult time. We were 
far from knowing how to 
treat AIDS, and we had the 
antipathy of much of the 
public. Ronald Reagan had 
never mentioned the word 


AIDS. We had never had a 
high-profile person supporting 
our cause, Quite the contrary: 
They were running away from 
the problem in any way they 
could. But Elizabeth knew it 
was the right thing, period. 
She was a friend of Rock 
Hudson [who died of AIDS 

in 1985]. She never said so 

to me, but | know that had 

an effect on her position 


Eddie 
ebbie Reynolc 
ylor, and Mike 


wedding to Todd 


because she would visit him 
every day. She was very 
practical. She knew that the 
answer would not be in magic 
Potions but in hard, solid 
scientific work. She opened 
countless doors for us and 
was a standard-bearer. She 
had her own terrible health 
problems, and she always 
took them with a lot of 
courage, She was a person 

of great character. The rest 
was all icing on the cake: 

the jewelry, the hairdos, the 
dresses. She used all that. She 
knew what she was selling, 
and she used it very well.” 


——— 


MORE ON EW.COM 
For more on Elizabeth Taylor, 
including a complete photo 
gallery and tributes from 
family and colleagues, go to 
ewcom/elizabethtaylor 
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‘The violet-eyed. 
ingemie in 1956 


Remembering 


a Legend 
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Friends and colle S— 
even Debbie Reynolds!— 
recall a remarkable 
woman who spent seven 
decades in the public eye 


DEBBIE 
REYNOLDS 

Taylor stole her husband, 
Eddie Fisher, but the two 
eventually reconciled 
“met her at MGM in the little 
schoolhouse there when we 
were both 17 years old. We 
went to school there—just the 
two of us and the teacher. She 
hated it. That's how we met: 
‘This is Debbie Reynolds,’ This 
is Elizabeth. She always made 
‘sure you knew she had to be 
called Elizabeth, not Liz. We 
remained friends—she and 
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The Essentials 


EW critics Owen Gleiberman and Lisa Schwarzbaum 
pick Taylor’s 10 must-see movies 


In other words, here's 
Taylor in full movie- 
star heat. Acting was 
barely the point in 
this slow (over three 
hours!) barge trip 
down the Nile, -LS 


National Velvet 
(1944) Behold a 
(12-year-old) movie 
star being born before 
our eyes. With a 
limpid innocence and 
self-assurance, and 
that arresting, beyond- 
her-years beauty that 
would soon bust into 
lush womanly curves, 
Taylor is entrancing 
in this movie classic 
about a girl and her 
horse. —LS 


A Place in the Sun 
(1951) What would 
inspire moody young 
climber Montgomery 
Clift to dump his 
working-class girlfriend 
(apart from the fact 
that she’s played with 
shrill gusto by Shelley 
Winters)? One look at 
Taylor as a ravishing 
upper-crust American 
dream girl, She's at her 
most incandescent 
playing a princess to 
die—and kill—for. -OG 


Giant (1956) She was only 24 
when she costarred in this 
hugely entertaining Texas 
oil-boom soap opera, but you 
can already see early glimmers 
of Taylor's lost innocence and 
voracious hauteur. As the 
crafty and flirtatious socialite 
wife of rancher-turned-tycoon 
Rock Hudson (who also finds 
herself attracted to ranch hand 
James Dean), Taylor shows 
you what she might have 
done as Scarlett O'Hara. —OG 


Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1958) 
With her persona based on 
sexual magnetism and her 
white-hot celebrity operating 
onall cylinders, Taylor plays a 
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Taylor on 
the set of 
Cleopatra 


steamy, frustrated Maggie oppo- 
site Paul Newman's Brick (a 
battle of the beautiful eyes!) in 
this bowdlerized adaptation of 
Tennessee Williams’ Southern 
domestic drama, —LS 


Suddenly, Last Summer 
(1959) More Southern humid- 
ity, neurosis, and physical 
longing (stifled at great cost) 
from Tennessee Williams; 
more welcome displays of 
passion, demonstrations of 
diagnosed “insanity,” and an 
amazing white swimsuit from 
Taylor, who again stars oppo- 
site her dear friend Clift. -LS 


BUtterfield 8 (1960) A fun 
trashy movie, but a juicy role 
for Taylor, who won her first 


Oscar for portraying a “loose” 
woman near the end of 

the era when such a thing 
was still a scandal. She plays 
the promiscuous Gloria, 

who teeters on the edge of 
prostitution even as she's 
searching for love, Taylor 
makes her a desperate woman, 
cursed by sensual hunger, 
especially when she cries out, 
“Face it, Mama—I was the slut 
of all time!” -OG 


Cleopatra (1963) Taylor how 
we love her, in regal Hollywood 
mode as an Egyptian queen, 
tearing through costume 
changes and carrying ona 
torrid affair with costar 
Richard Burton in the Most 
Expensive Movie Ever Made. 


Who's Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? 
(1966) As the vicious, 
needling Martha to 
Richard Burton’s 
cringing George—the 
embattled campus 
couple at the dark 
heart of Edward 
Albee’s hit play—Taylor 
fearlessly dowdied 
herself into a boozy 
middle-aged harridan. 
She also won her 
second Oscar for 
summoning a rage 
that is deep and wide, 
touched by tragedy 
and tenderness. -OG 


The Taming of the 
Shrew (1967) Taylor 
and Burton knew 

that what we knew 
about their glamorous, 
tempestuous offscreen 
relationship would add 
to our enjoyment of 
their bawdy onscreen 
quarrels. Prithee, 
welcome Mr. and 

Mrs. Burton in 

Franco Zeffirellis 
luscious, rather freewheeling 
interpretation of the classic 
Shakespeare comedy. —LS 


Reflections in a Golden 

Eye (1967) Taylor and Marlon 
Brando were both great, 
daring actors trapped, toa 
degree, in the morally stuffy 
Hollywood of the ‘50s and 
pre-counterculture ‘60s. 

So it’s appropriate that they 
teamed for a fascinating, 
groundbreaking adaptation 
of Carson McCullers’ 

novel about a repressed 
homosexual military officer 
and his tormented, unfaithful 
wife, whom Taylor endows 
with a bitter complexity 
even as she’s getting hot 
and bothered. -OG 
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Sept. 6, 1988 F 


ing Toscanini 
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camp, the film has never 
ed in the US. 

Oct. 6, 1991 Self-help guru 

te 


24 


arty Fortensky in a repo 
million wedding at 

Michael Jackson’ estate 
son giving the bride ay 


December 1999 Queen 
Elizabeth Il names Taylor 
(who maintained citizens 

, 4 in both the US. and the UK) 


a Dame Commander of the 
Order of the British Empire, 
She wears pearls to th 
mony the following spring, 
2001 Liz teams with 
Maclaine, Debbie Reynold: 
and Joan Collins for the TV 
movle These Old Broad: 


Reynolds’ daugh 
Fisher co-wrote the 
which might expl 
Taylor zinger: “I know a friend 
voli 
4 A few months lat 
looked like Jabba the Hutt” 
Dec. 1, 2007 Four years after 
she officially retires from act 
ppears on stage with 
HJ fit 
performance of AR. Gunes 
play Love Letters 


‘ for her AIDS charity 
Feb. 9, 2011 Taylor sends out 
her final et: “My interview 
in Bazaar with Kim Karde 
came out!l!’ At the time of her 
be 5 ith on March he ha: 


iztory 
was first publish 1992 
WW EW covers 


With her 
Maltese on Larry 

King Live in 

February 2003 

Taylor in 
the 1950s 
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Maria Burton, Richard 
Burton, Christopher 
Wilding, Michael 
Wilding, Taylor, and 
Liza Todd at the airport 
in Nice, France, in 1967 


when her notorious case of pneumonia struck. After a six- 
month hiatus, production moved to Rome with a new director 
(Joseph L. Mankiewicz) and two new costars, Rex Harrison 
and a Welsh actor named Richard Burton. Sparks flew imme- 
diately. While Taylor (still married to Eddie Fisher) and Burton 
(still married to Sybil Williams) canoodled publicly, Rome—or, 
at least, that part of it occupied by Fox—burned. Script prob- 
lems, production delays, and cost overruns also plagued the 
shoot, which ended up costing $44 million—$318 million when 
adjusted for inflation. (By that measure, Cleopatra arguably 
remains the most expensive movie ever made, surpassing even 
Titanic.) The film grossed only $62 million worldwide. 

Although Cleopatra was a failure, it spawned a lucrative 
Burton/Taylor industry. After the couple wed in 1964, their 
comings and goings were minutely chronicled in the press. 
Where later superstar couples, like Angelina Jolie and Brad 
Pitt, strained to present an image of stability and social 
responsibility, “Liz and Dick” were unabashedly extravagant. 
Taylor showed off her new jewels, the 33.19-carat Krupp 
diamond and the 69.42-carat Taylor-Burton diamond, both 
gifts from Burton. The couple’s magic didn’t strike with audi- 
ences until 1966, when 34-year-old Taylor put on a few pounds, 
let down her hair, and messed up her mascara as a shrewish 
professor’s wife in Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? She was 
rough, funny, profane, and unmistakably “acting”—attributes 
that earned her a second Oscar. 
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Perhaps inevitably, her career declined from that point on. 
After a string of commercial misfires in the ’70s, she appeared 
much more sporadically on film. She played Fred’s mother- 
in-law in the 1994 live-action version of The Flintstones and 
reunited with Reynolds in the 2001 TV movie These Old 
Broads. By then, she was more of a marketing mogul, promot- 
ing best-selling perfumes with names that evoked her affection 
for jewelry: White Diamonds, Black Pearls, Diamonds and 
Sapphires. Two more short-lived marriages also followed— 
to future Virginia senator John Warner (1976-82) and to 
Larry Fortensky (1991-96), a construction worker she met 
at the Betty Ford Center. She also grew close to Michael 
Jackson, whom she never tired of defending to the press. 

After the 1985 death of friend Rock Hudson, Taylor found a 
new mission: fund-raising for AIDS research. She testified 
before Congress, cofounded amfAR, denounced President 
George H.W. Bush for his lack of action (“I’m not sure if he 
even knows how to spell AIDS”), and raised more than $200 
million for the cause. In 1993, she received the Academy's Jean 
Hersholt Humanitarian Award for her efforts. 

“T’ve been acting for 19 years now,” Taylor told an inter- 
viewer in 1961. “From the first, it came very easily, like playing 
games, which is maybe why I found it so boring, and then, 
later, a chore.” But great acting was never the point of her life 
and career. In the end, Elizabeth Taylor’s most memorable 
role—and greatest accomplishment—was Elizabeth Taylor. m 
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to Fisher was soon followed by the release of Suddenly, Last 
Summer, an overheated Tennessee Williams concoction for 
which she received yet another Oscar nod. Exploiting the pub- 
licity around the Taylor/Fisher romance, MGM cast her as a 
promiscuous model in BUtterfield 8. This time, she won her first 
Academy Award—thanks in part to a swell of sympathy stem- 
ming from a bout of pneumonia serious enough to merit respi- 
ratory surgery a month before the ceremony. “I lost that Oscar 
to a tracheotomy,” quipped Shirley MacLaine, a nominee for 
The Apartment. “Hell, even I voted for her,” recalled Reynolds. 
‘Taylor was firmly established as a superstar, the first actress 
to command a $1 million salary, for the title role in Twentieth 
Century Fox's pricey epic Cleopatra. The offscreen drama began 
almost immediately. Filming had already started in England 
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1966's Who's Afraid 
of Virginia Woolf? 


iz and Richard 
heir first 

ne, Producer 

ter Wanger writes in his 
diary, “You could almost 

feel the electricity between 
Lizand Burton. 

March 15, 1964 Liz and Dick 
marry in Montreal, nine days 
after her divorce from Fisher 
becomes final. The German 
orphan Liz and Eddie had 
planned to adopt now becomes 
known a: ia Burton. 


June 26, 1974 After 10 years 
of marriage, 11 movies 
together, and an estimated 
$30 million in living exper 
Lizand Dick break up. In Octo 
ber 1975, Liz and Dick remarry 
in Botswana, then re-divorce 
the following summer. 

Dec 4,1976 She weds John 
Warner, a former secretary of 
the Navy and future US. 

of, ona Virginia Farm, 
During the next two years, 
loons to 
re than 
arodied by 


Jan, 22,1962 
Burton s! 


ion Saturday Night Live. 
Nov. 7,1982 After an awk 
on, which included her 
publicly booing his speech on 
women and the draft, the 
Warner/Taylor ticket split 


Dec. 5, 1983 Taylor 


ard 


the first star to publicly enter 
the Betty Ford Center, to treat 
her addiction to alcohol and 


ainkillers, and later drops 
0 pounds. She will returr 
years later for another stint. 
August 1984 When Liz by 
her engagement to Mexican 


throws a celebration par 
in Guadalajara, 
Oct.2,1985 Friend and Giant 
costar Rock Hudson succumbs 
to AIDS, Moved by his and 
other friends’ deaths, Taylor 
becomes founding national 
hairman of the American 
Foundation for AIDS Research 
(amfAR) that same year. 


June 1987 


the blossom, 
moth me, each to his 
passion,” she purrs in the 

commercials). A second scent, 
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In 1965's The 
Sandpiper 


With her daughter 
Liza on the set of 
Cleopatra #1962 


Todd was killed when his private plane crashed 

qrants, N.M. The name of his aircraft: Lucky Liz. Once 

ed from tragedy with a triumph. 1958's Cat 

on a Hot Tin Roof, the movie she was making when Todd died, 

presented her in a new light: mature, 0 ly sexual woman 

who spends her most memorable moments in a formfitting silk 

slip in front of her indifferent alcoholic husband (Paul Newman). 
Again, Ta eived an Oscar nod. 

But honors were never enough for Taylor. Not long after 
Todd's death, Taylor took up with Eddie Fisher, a Sinatra-esque 
crooner who was in a much-publicized marriage to her close 
friend (and former maid of honor) Debbie Reynolds. “Mike's 
dead and I'm alive,” Taylor told gossip columnist Hedda Hopper. 
“What do you expect me to do—sleep alone?” Her 1959 wedding 
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Frances, in October 1957 


January 1952 One year afte 


Wilding Ise 
Welt | leapt” sh 
By 1955 the 
Michael and Chri 


Jan. 26,1957 She divorces 
W ee then iat 


es ina plane 
xico, Debbie 
nolds babysits Liz kids, 


Labor Dy wey iz and 
Ede 


C The following May, 
Eddie divorces Debbie and 
marries Liz in Las Vegas 
Sept.1,1959 Agrees to do 
 $L million then 
ry for an actress. 
ga bout 


tic surgery on the scar. 


’ April17, 1961 Recover 
ablood dot in he 

With James Dean in 1955, t firs 

onaweekend break in Dallas v>oaccepthes ist Oscar (ts 

during the filming of Giant db ad 
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LIZ ON HER 
HUSBANDS 


CONRAD “NICKY" HILTON JR, 
1950-51 

“My frst husband was a 
gambler, and my first honey- 
‘moon was one long session 
at the card and roulette 
tables, Five months around 
the casinos, Even the 
croupiers felt sorry for me. 


MICHAEL WILDING 
1952-57 


“Tm afraid in those last 
years [gave him a rather 
hard time, sort of henpecked 
him and probably 

wasn't mature enough 

for him.” 


MICHAEL TODD 
1957-58 


new [wanted more than 
anything else in the world a 
‘man who could control me. 
Mike was strong, which was 
very good for me.” 


Hilton Jr, at the 
wedding reception at 
the Bel Air Country 
Club on May 6, 1950 


EDDIE FISHER 

1959-64 

ve had in common was 
Todd}, and that 

Boy, did Irealize 
itwas.” 


RICHARD BURTON 
1964-74; 1975-76 
“Richard was magnificent 
inevery sense of the word... 
and in everything he ever 
did, He was magnificent 

on the stage, he was 
magnificent in film, he 

was magnificent at making 
love...at least to me.” 


JOHN WARNER 

1976-82 

‘John was a worthy senator. 
But his life is his work, 
There didn’t seem to be room 
for anything else.” 


LARRY FORTENSKY 
1991-96 
“You get to know someone 
real fast when you are in 
group therapy, in a recov 
program. All the 

ripped away. We just 
started instantly to know 
each other.” 


ery 
is 


WITH HER VIOLET EYES, jet-black hair, and hourglass 
figure, Taylor never had trouble attracting attention. She 
was born in London on Feb. 27, 1932, the daughter of Francis 
Taylor, an art dealer from Kansas, and Sara Warmbrodt, who 
had acted on Broadway in the 1920s under the name Sara 
Sothern. The Taylors returned to the U.S. in 1939 and settled 
in L.A., where Elizabeth was discovered at age 9 and sent for 
a screen test. She made her debut in 1942's There's One Born 
Every Minute, portraying the precocious daughter of an 
eccentric inventor. MGM then cast her with established child 
star Roddy McDowall (who became her lifelong friend) in 
1948’s Lassie Come Home and gave her a leading role a year 
later, opposite Mickey Rooney in National Velvet. 

“T stopped being a child the minute I started working in 
pictures,” Taylor said decades later. At a time when MGM was 
populated by stunningly beautiful women, from the exotic Ava 
Gardner to the all-American Janet Leigh, Taylor stood out for 
her diction, bearing, and emotional inaccessibility. In 1956, she 
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starred in George Stevens’ Giant, a melodrama about a Texas 
rancher (Rock Hudson), his dutiful wife (Taylor), and the 
rebellious oilman down the road (James Dean). At last she 
had a vehicle of imposing size and significance. 

MGM immediately put her into Raintree County, an expensive 
Civil War drama nearly undone when Taylor's costar and old 
friend Montgomery Clift lost control of his car after leaving 
a party at Taylor’s house and drove into a telephone pole. 
According to Clift’s biographer, Patricia Bosworth, Taylor 
rushed to the scene and saved the actor's life by removing two 
teeth that had been knocked down his throat. Extensive plastic 
surgery was required to reconstruct Clift’s face, and by the 
time filming resumed, he was a different man. 

Despite the tragedy, Taylor earned her first Oscar nomination 
for Raintree. So began a series of spectacular ups and downs in 
Taylor's life, all played out in the press. In 1957, Taylor divorced 
her second husband, British actor Michael Wilding, and married 
flamboyant producer Mike Todd one week later. But after 
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Taylor, age 17, posing at 
Los Angeles’ University High School 
Just before her graduation 
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HE’S THE LAST IN A LINE OF GREAT. 
Hollywood stellars,’ Andy Warhol once said 
about Elizabeth Taylor. “Not in her profes- 
sion, necessarily, but at playing herself.” 
Taylor, who died of congestive heart fail- 
ure on March 23 at the age of 79, was the 
very definition of a movie star, And yet 
she appeared in relatively few memorable films, left behind no 
signature role (unless you count Cleopatra, one of the costliest 
flops of all time), and was far more celebrated for her collections 
of diamonds and husband: ie was married eight times to seven 
men) than for her two Oscar-winning roles (1960's BUtterfield 8 
and 1966's Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?). 

But Taylor did create something: a new category of celebrity, one 
whose life was vastly more dramatic off screen than on. At a time, in 
the late 1940s, when the studios still largely controlled publicity and 
stars could retain at least a measure of discretion in their private lives, 
Taylor threw open her emotional upheavals for all the world to see 
and revel in. Beginning with her nine-month marriage at age 18 to the 
notorious playboy and hotel heir Conrad Hilton Jr. (the great-uncle 
of Paris and Nicky) and continuing through another half century of 
bitter divorces, headline-grabbing scandals, life-threatening illnesses, 
trips to rehabilitation clinics, wildly conspicuous consumption, and, 
in the end, a newfound career as a perfume marketer and AIDS 
activist, Taylor was rarely off the world stage for long. 

She was laid to rest in a private ceremony on March 24 at the Great, 
Mausoleum of Forest Lawn Cemetery in Glendale, Calif—the same 
building where her longtime friend Michael Jackson is interred. (The 
service started 15 minutes late, as 
she had winkingly stipulated, and 
included the reading of a Gerard 
Manley Hopkins poem by her pal 
Colin Farrell.) Her legacy is rich: In 
addition to her screen work, a sub- 
stantial portion of her $600 million- 
$1 billion estate is expected to go 
to her personal AIDS foundation 
and to the American Foundation 
for AIDS Research (amfAR), 
which she cofounded. Already, 
Christie’s reportedly plans to auc- 
tion off her massive jewelry collec- 
tion (estimated value: Taylor, 
$150 million-plus). circa 1983 
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With her striking 
beauty, violet eyes, 
and natural talent, 
she became the 
ultimate star of 
Hollywood’s golden 
age. But she proved 
just as riveting off 
screen, garnering 
more than her share 
of headlines—and 
husbands—over her 
seven decades in 
the spotlight. A look 
back at a legend. 


| BY DAVE KEHR 


Elizabeth Taylor on 
the Marfa, Tex., 
set of Giant in 1956: 
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